The Industirial prospyects seomed & 1ittle brighter in 1934 and loesl Jeout.
ing began to improve, The 1934 Census showed the loss of three ‘eastablished' Groups
- 2ndy 6th, =nd 19th.%edn., end the 4Oth.feds. (iaton Seoon) had deen transferred
to the St.Jsote loesl imsoelstion, but 8 large Group bed been registered at Carding.
ton (76th,Beds) and a strong Zen Hsout seetion sdded 10 the 94%h.Pods. (5%, Paul's
besloyen), The previous ysar both 18%h.Beds, (Pedford Modera Sekool) and the 94th,
had sxperimonted with this fdea following o vieit from the Assistant Lesdguarters
Comminsioney for Ses Seouts - Er, Robert loies,

Although previcunly iniroduesd, this year fresh interest was sroused in
the Bedfordshire Yusiesl Festivel snd thres Troops entered for the Class whieh in-
eluded Seous Choirs (184h.Bede - B,1,5) Tth.Beds - Xempston; 15th.Beds -otlary's;
being pleced in that order), Unfortamately this CRess wss afterwards dioeontinued,

ilso, slthough Jeouters' wosiings hed been oecosaionelly keld, they now
beeane regular, and $o0 rouse wore intersst sseh Trovp (or Group) seted ss host in
turn, Hsatings were held monthly,

“ais poriod wes in meny ways reminisesnt of the sarly deys - and those
following tue first world war, Advessity hed brousht certain Croups eloser together
(in Past the 19th.Bedn: 3t .Uartin’s hed been sbsorbed by 274b.Beds. St,Peter's)
and & very real bond of friendship prevailed betwesn sll Groups,

Severel loeel Troeps were sysin in ssap at Vestoning Mamor {Whitswan) snd
later in June & now Dounty eompeiition for Hover Seouts was introdused; and this
was won by the lat.Beds, (Cmesters) Grew, Actually ¥id-Beds Piotriet wore sucesss-
ful in winning all the County trophies, The 18th,Beds (Bedford Nodern Sekool) Faek
won the Wolf Skim, 7th.Deds.(Xempston) seeured the Wooderaft Challenge Flag: In add
-~ition %o the Rover Tutem the lst.Meds (Unesters) wonm the Signalling “hieid snd the
Group Challenge ¥lag., In the letter the 18¢h.Bede, wore runuers-up,

Five King's Seouts from the Uistriet, drewn from four sepsrate Crdupse, at
~tonded the spesial J¢,Usorge's Day Serviee at Windeor, on dpril 22nd, On the geme
day & Servies was held in the Chapel ef Bedford, whieh was kindly plused mt the dis
~posal of the Doy Sesuts for the oceasion,

Un Jovember the lith & joint RNemewbrsnoe Day Serviee was held with the
@irl Ouides in 3¢.Faul'e Chureh, Bedford, when the Zew, 4, Seott, Vistriet Commiss.
fomer for South Bede:; offieiated,



The United Kingdom end Britdsh dmpire celsbrated, in 1335, the Silver
Jubilee of ths reign of Ting Secrge V, snd the Soout Sovement of sourse played a
major part, In Bodford sad Distrist on Jubiles lay (londey 6ik.¥sy) moos of the
Ppoope joined in the progemsion through the iOwa in the worning, Joined in one way
op snother the selshraiions ithroughout the dey, and in the evening the thres Rover
Seowy orested spd manned the beseons on Faterworks i1l (let, end 15th.Beds) and
¥ilton HE11 794th.Pads), part of s Rerson-gbuin throughout the sountry,

Gensus figures, howsver, gave some eause for soncern, for although there
wes sn inovensns in setivity, and ‘no ehange' in the nusbsr of Groups, there was @
steady deeresss in overall membership, The 27th.Beds.(st.Peter's Gwn) and the 104tk
Bode, (Varston Yoretsine) wers foreed 4o elose down through lsek of Sgouiers, but &
now Troop wes registered st Jtewartby (35th.Bode) snd tue 60th.Beds,(Srvemham Rosd
Bethodist) revived sfter siy years, This loss, however, wes more jhsn eompensated
by the fneresse in ize Hover sesction, ¥o new Urews had beon formed But Uheve was
s consolidetion smong the existing ones; also a number of Hovera Sgyuires sweiting
Investiture, Thres membars of the lst.Peds, (Onesmtsrs) Crew took part in the Inter
-national Hover Moot in Sweden,

Juring the year tasre was s satisfactory inersase in fover sstivities of
sll sorts, dovers supplied & duty piecket st 7hipenasds Zoo on Sundays throurhous the
suumer, Crews tsking surm %o do duty. CUonsiderabls isterest in loesnl history and
srsheology wes &led shown by some South Rede: Crews. In the couniy there waa am en
~soursging ineresse in Nover mewberehip, snd im the Mid-Beds. (s alvesdy wontioned)
although Ohib end Yeout membership is down, that of Hovers is up., Aetivities in Ha
-Pods., Crows 414 nuot perheps extend »o fer ss those of Jouth Beds. but neverthelass
there was eonsidersbly more co-operation betwesn the three loesl Urews, netably in
the Silver Jubiles selobrations, All1 thres Crows entersd ihe Uounty eompetiiiom,
spd s1though mot with the sweess of leet year (when Unesters woan), it proved a amed
groster opyortusiiy for setiing to know the othey iovers of ike Oounty, pasibenlarly
s¢ during the Sover Moot held st the elose of the socupetiiion,

An & result of discussion, snd suggostions from Vid-Bedey it wes desided
that & wesh.end Moot be orgenised leter in the yosr, Thus the Third County Hover
Hoot was held at the Moyel Adrakip Torks, Oardington, st the week-ond Zasurday -
Sunday 2let,- 278 ,%ptember, (Thoush st ons time during the previous day it looked
as though it would literslly be washed out),



The venue was the TEth,Pada:{Usrdington) Troop hesdquarters and the
sdjoining field, I% wus & groet swecess in spite of the wenther, whiek could
hardly buve been worse, Thepe wes a hoavy thunderstorr on the faterdey night
(or sarly hours of Sundey morning) snd “Sundey worning saw dozens of Rovers, wed
through by ike long rain-sodden grass, on & mushroonming sxpadition in the laree
field end around the henrers, The Zsout “nirit ked not been dampenad,

Fifey nins Rovors were present on the Jaturday sad sevently ikres on
the Sunday, vepressnting the following Urews s-

Ww ls b dedss 50“'“")
15%h, Beds; (Ot Mavy's, Bedford), 0445, Pedss (04, Peul's Vethodist)
Wwﬁmi
Wik edse (Dunateble), S84th, Gode: (Houghton Regis)
M&Wﬁﬁ) 3rd.Bedss Em. Laton},
93“03.“! Christeinrel 5“.1‘”3. 91“0 - 7“. " )

8ist * { B4n, imton) GTth, (st.ndm'ss Sth, L
89th, v (Buxy Pork) 10tk ¢ 1l2th, ¥ {High Town Metkodiss).

25th, Bode: iht. Loighton Busserd),

There were ulse several Seouters from the 78%h.Bsds, (Cardington) Troop - and
ons or two rosressntstives from neighbouring counties,

The wesk-ond ineluded viesiis to the sirehip mooring mast, the wireless
and matoorologies]l tower, and ths sirerafi sevtion of the Imperial Jar Juseun
(whieh brought baek memories of the sirships R.33 snd 2,101). The Sesistent Camp
Chisf from Gilwell - 'Tiny' Chssberlsin attended on the “undey and gave a most in-
toresting address on "Hikieg with a surposs”, A demonsiretion of advansed knotting
snd bridge-building wie nime part of ths programme,

Pewer troops went imto esmp tais yesr, bui five King's Secuts freom he
Matriot were aguin snsblss 0 attend tas I¢.Csorge’s Dsy Jervise in At Ueorgs's
Chapel, Windsow, on this cesssion haing agsowprnied hy tha L, 4, "esretary, The
Hosdmaster of Redford ssain allowed ths Sohool Ubsyel to be used for ths loeal
dervies, this boing conducted Ly the Revy Hawker, of 4, Panl'y,

Ths Distriet wae not a0 susssasPul in eomsetitions this yesw, The 184k,
(B.K.3) won tue Foodersft Plag end wers seeond in the Felf Zkin end Zignaliing
Ghield but wers handiespped in the Croup Flag im not having = %over Urew. Never-
thelsss they Piniehed soeond, s very oreditable performanee, the 15th.Bsde. (9%,
Wary's) finished third,



Jerly in the yesr (1936’ the parishea of Houghton Conguest snd Haynes
were transferred from fSouth to Mid.Beds., and plewed under the Bedford L.A.. 4
Troop was formed at Heynes and later a Paok added, thue a flourishing 1ittle
@roup eeme into being, Thia was porhaps the most pleasing fsature of the yoay.
No @roups were elosed down, Dut some were in e more or less precarious stats,
There was agein & deorsase in the nusbers of Cubs and “souts dut Rovers wers atill
on the imervsss. The 94th.Beds, fommerly Ht.Faul’s Methodiast, echanged their veg-
istration from a 'eontrolled’ to an ‘open' Grouwp, Also the 1%5th,Beds.(St.usry's)
hed a tough (but sucesessful) fight to prevent the Group from beeoming ‘eontrolled’

The 18%h, sand 94th.Beds. Groups still had Sea Scout seetions for Senior
Seouds, It is true thet the 18¢h, submitted & 'nil' return becauss they were not
yot fully rogistered as Uea Secuts, The 94th, on the other hand now had deeided
t0 run their Ges Seouis as a distinet unit,

They towed their gusrdship from its mouringe t0 St.Mary's Smbankment
during July end a plessing litils coremony took plaee when it wgs named "The Zes
-gull® by lady Bowring, the wife of the 4,0.C. Sea Seouts, The Hsyor of Bedford,
Alderman Horaee Neate was present and addressed ithe boye, econgratulating them on
thoir enterprise and snecuraging other Uroups to follow their example. 1% ie,
howsver, sad to relate that within & day or two of "The Seagull's" return 10 her
moorings she was wantonly dsmaged by vome wunknown perscn or persons who smeshed
through her outer sovering just sbove the water line, apparently with en ate,
About the seme time 2 esnoe belonging to the troop whiech was chesined %o a stake
on the bank was holed in three plases snd rendered practically useless, As the
troop had been sllowed the use of s private site for mooring purposes snd had
been unmolested for a long time the regurrence of hooliganism wss the souree of
very greost dissppointment and not 2 little discouregoment

Eover ineroase, however, .“ an encouragmment, Two loots were held dur-
ing the ysar - the first at Westoning on the afternmoon of the sompetition for the
Totem Pole, whem, ms they asked for another, 14 was sgresd to hold one in the
Autumn in the South of the County, This wes arrenged for the wesk-.ond Septembor
261k ~ 27tk st Eimpton Bottom Lido, with sn atteetive programme of Swimming
sports, but the waather ecaused 2 weehout, For the sarlisr Totem sompetition the
Crews were not required to osmp st VYestoning over the wesk end ( July 4th - 5th)
- although 211 three BedPord Crews 444 - the competition beginning on the Sunday



that an Letivity Log must be kept as from the beginning of the yesar, This lLog
wos defined as “HSows original work efther in regavd to Saturs Study, Arehsology,
Gsclogy, Yown Plansing, lowsl History., Topopraphy 6%9,.....7h® sosount should, if
possible, be illustreted with deawings, photos,; plants ete,, snd should show brisf
«ly how the Urew bBad set sbout their work and whai pert the ssversl nembers of

the Crew sontribuied.”

Thin prodused some gaite govd resuipes, though ons ¢r two Urews bardly
soomed to have given uuek attention 0 the written word ns 0 what was required,
In Dedford there hmd boen grest bullding setivity, (ne Urew (the 15%k.) trsced
over the last twenty years the gradusl dDuilding over of green fields and the svme
ing iato existence of & new distries, prefacing their work with a diseuseion as
% what the somsunily aight ressonably expeet from the juthorities when suek
things were happening, In another gert of the Coundy & Orew (30%h.) attemptod
to resonatrust the pest by csreful sroheologiesl digging and the noting of the
resaltey getiing some of their Pinds "veited” by the British luseum, These two
logs reesived maximum marks, Tn the oversll eowpetition 30th.Bede (Dunsteble)
Jumt beat the 15th.Bade: to win the Totem, 1%th. were sesond; P4th, were 4ih,

Dikerwise in County Jumpeiitions none of the seetions were suecessful
the beet perfomansos being (- Wolf Cub Chellenge dSkins 7Tth.Deds (Kempston) -
thivd; Wooderafd Uhallenge Flag: 1%th.Bede.("t.Mary's) » seeond, Sth.Beds
{ason'e Perk), fourthy Ucunty Signelling Skield:s 15th.Beds - third, The Growp
Challenge Viag - 19%h.Reda (S¢.Vary's) sseond,

Ioselly an imbulance Cospotition wen instituted for the 'Valter Attenborough'
Challenge Cup, This wem won by the 15th.Beds.(Ht.¥ery's),

51izhily more esmping wae done this year, sarly in the yosr Bedford,
with the rest of the sowntry mourned the denth of H.¥, Hing Geozge V,

1937 proved a very svenitful year, During the year the Distriet suffer
-8d 8 sad lops in the desth of Major K, J, Hsndall, Chsairman of the Loeal Asstein
~tien, Wr, . A, Bird, Chairmen &7 the Umeoutive was appointed his suecvssor, Al
-840 ifr, %, Berrall, for several yssrs L., 4, Seereisry, was compellied through press
~are of work to reasign., iis plsee was taken by idr. Jormen Allen who, however,
left Bedford scon sfterwards snd ¥r, 7, iarshall wes then sppointed,



Two new Groups (5%5th,Beds: Silver Jubilee Sehsol and Slut.Beda; Wootion)
were forwed snd one (19%h.Bsds: 9% Martin's) re-vegestersd; 20th.Beds:(Coldington)
was elosed down after e period of diffieultiss. Ume or itwo of the village Uroups
were bavisg e d4ifficult time -~ ehiefly through lack of Jecuiers - but ihis was over
eome (temporarily at lesst) by Novers ‘edopting' the Troops. It was extinfsetery
to nots thet 12 dover Ssouts in the Pistriet (10 of them Trom the 15%hy snd 2 from
the 94ths) had teken out Varranis. Im overall Zensus figures thsre wss & nett in-
sreass of 108, Hovering setivities were sgain on the ineresse, In addition to the
Rover Totem sompetitior a Hover Gyesls ¥arsthon was orgenised for wesk-end June 124n
~13th, 4ighteen tesms of two entered bui the weather wes sc bed that 10 of these
dropped out shorily after the stars. Uf the romeining eight, eeven finished the
sourss, It was won By ©7ith.Reds: with 15th.Beds:"B" tesm rumners.up, Vhe 13thi"a"
Pinished sixth, The Hover Totem was 2180 wom by G7th, Heda (t,indrew's, Luton),
Phie sime the sompotition included camping, 15th. were unforiunsie in asving a big
Grew in samp and wer® split indo wo toams, the awversge being taken st the sloee,
{hoy wors placed squal third with J0th.Pedss This competition was held on the same
wesk-end se the ¥olf dkin and Signalling Sbisld competlitions (3dk. ~ 4ta.Jduly).
¥1@ Bedw: prodused ne winners but in the Signalling 9hisld 15%h.Beds:(3%,Nary's)
wape second and Hih,Beds: (Bedford 3ohool) tuded, There was s very good satry for
the sooderaft Caallengs Rlag eompetition at smpithill Perk - wosk-snd 13tk « 134k,
Jums - but 1t wes completely spoilt by 2 persistent downpour of rein, The camp oon
~tinued but Judging wes quive impossitle, The sompetition (smd consequently the
Growp Flug) wes thevefors deelarsd woid.

This wes & very busy yesr with the Coronstion Celebrations and a Forld
Japhores to ococupyfour planning intentions, Some of the losal events wors ;-

4 joint servies for Seomts and Guides in T4.Peul’'s Chereck, Dadford, in Fobru-
sry, on the oceension of the birthday of the Ghief %ooul and Ohiad Guide, The Zsoutse
efterwards saredsd in the asurtyuré of the Jodsym Uekool, whers they wore inspested
by Lowd lake of Povenhsm, President of the County Associetion, whe also presen ied
seodbadges 0 seversl secedsaful Teoulers,

impire Tay wes cbuerved by anluting the fleg on At retarte rsen, Padford, st
7 2.4, or the moening of 24th, ¥ay,

ft.000rzd’s lay was recognised by & "leowis' Jwn", followsd by a sing-song for
all sestions in ibs Bunysn Heaiing Hall on Tiwd.ipril.



deversl loesl Troope agein spent Yhiteun in errp st Tostoning., het
VRS 80 speeixl shoat Jestoniag 7, this yesr in parttoulsp » OfF aourse 1% weg not
known at ihe time, but it was deatined t» he the last County esmp to be Leld at
Gesloning.  sor the benofii of neweomers to Seouting, T will relate aome of my
eXporienses at the Uhitsun Camp (u:nny of the rrevioue yeor), I asll renesber
leaving Bedford et 2 p.m. on the Saturdey, in the pouring raip . and {ravelliag
by ayele vis Ampskill, and arriviag st featoning 8¢ 3,30 r.m, Fit hed hesn ftsken
on shesd by lorry, Tt wne fins when we mrrived and vs somponssd pitating samp,
Great sare was takon over this so 4t wax a somratition eamp,

A% ell other Troops were similssly engased the tims parswed unevenifully un.
t11 evening, ihen ssme the time for "Camp Fivey whisk was several Plalde away.,
de evossed (o mipreams , verioue hedges, and srrived, bui slas, soon ofter Canyp
#ire wes oponed rein esm® on snd 1t was dseidad t0 eontinmue in & lerge outbuilé.
ing & she denor, 3¢ baek w6 trekked, It wes now suiting dark snd, boing Seocuts,
%8 did ROt LOthUr to ves the Bridrse but negotiated ke stresms ws best we eould,
I ronsubsr sesing on of tae 15tk (Lt bury's) toying to emulate his 6,9.%, who
bad Jumpsd the eiresw - fall fece dewnwsprds in the sil toe rlegtiful red sud ot
the bottom of the stresm, Lesving hin to salvage kinself, we psuehod ke buiid.
ing to eontimne the Samp Pire, whish kagpenad 10 be uy firet - and wiust & first -
1% wea a smoshep,

After & very 20ld might lunday morning woas bright, sad it wee epeni explon~
ing e evuntryside, after & very good pre-war ssup divner we all stisnded "Sotw
uts' Gwn™ on the Yemor lswn, followsd by » ge0d tea provided by the County Gom.
nivgionsr, Yo sprived hagh at esap 4 £.30 p.nt, mnd bed saoihsr tea. sunday eve
~ning woa supposed 10 Leve boem spent quietly, but sles! sides wers pisked for
the biggest "Lugger-eum-iritish Bulldog” weteh I heve sver seem, The sontestanis
ware 15th (3¢.¥ary's Fedumen) and 184, {Onoster Jhippets; versus 7Tth(Kempston Kill
-ers) ené P74h{i4, indrew's Luton ianasies)., T4 besems a 'fres for all' snd there
wors saveral ainor easusliies, but whet 4id 1t nsiter’ In those days wo had mever
heard of slothing rationing, ¥he won? Febody seemed 0 know - or care. { Though
it »as loter sscortained that the Madmen sné "hippets hed triuspbed 7 - §) Anywey
ws reatirved eurly that night end wers seleap lomy befors “lights Ju™,

fondsy wornimg was 8 headaghe for tha villags tuek-whop propriciors. Almoet
&8 200m ar they opened they wers asold sut of ‘pop' and awseds, Aftep serly din.
nsr we propared for the greet event - the Tpeasurs Rumt, For twe hours svery



Treop wes st grips with cash other for that tressure, [ csnnot reeall who won,
dut the “srecsure” wus oight botiles of "pop* snd dage of wweois, Heving seea
the winners colleet their boody, we assemblod on ihe lawn for the presentation of
esnping prizes, 7The winners wers Slet.Beds:{s Lmton Treop), with ourselves (1st,
Beds), Tthy 18th and 30th (Dunctable) in second plses, ¥e were well pleased, butl
eould not hely thinking 4f we hed mot trepped s Comniscioner in out gresse pit we
might have been winnsrs,

faving strack osmp, we left at 7 p.m. but losking forward to the next ¥hit.
sun, having hed such » grend time. (Surely those who wers present will never for-
get those Whitsun Jsmps, snd I will olose with the Westening version of the "Gil.
well song" -~ 'Bask to Yest'ming, heppy lend, I'm going to work uy sieket if 1 ema',

£,d,%, (lst.Beds)

4 very susesssful “Seout Vosk™, orgsnised by the Lecal Assosiatien, ws
held in ¥Mi1l Nesdows in June, Jeversl times im the past the 'Weadows' had boen
'trensformed’, but on this ooccasion s 'Nedel Uemp' was held from Thursdsy 24th. o
Sunday 27th.Juns, Haybe on seversl ocoesinge 'Nedel TUsmps' bave been erseted fop
a day or teo, boing manned in the duy-time, but this comp was 2 reel ons,; with
Seonts setually osmping snd slecping out, Host of the Troops im the Distriet took
port and a Cemp Competition was organised, for whieh & trophy was presented. A
Swinming Gals, Boxing snd other competitions were alee held, logether with & oomp
-etition for #olf Cubs, A Trend "Camp Pire” was held on the Jsturdsy evening to
whieh the Girl Ouides were invited end in whieh the publiec joined, This was oon-
dusted by Pistriet Secutmssier VFred lLooslay, At this Camp Fire the Chief Goout's
sédress to the “eouts of the Jmpire was brosdesss, It is alse noteworthy ihst
during the Csap & river resens was #ffested by P.L. 4. Bennstt of the 43rd.Reds:
(isynee) Troop, The Camping eompetition for the "Bowring Trophy" wee won hy the
154k, Beds, (9t. Yary's, Bedford) Troop; and the Cub Totem by 18tk Beds, (Bedford
Kodepn Sshool) Paek,

4 #01f Jub Camp was held at Hempeton (on what is now Addison Howard
Pork) st the weskeend Friday - funday 10th ~ 12th,Septembor, Five Facks were rop.
rosented - Tehy 1%thy 65ths 784h and S4th, together with several Secutsrs,
The SVENT of the year, of ecurse, was ths $th,forld Jessbhoree at Vogelenseng, ia
Holland,



4952,  1s%.8eds,{Unesteors)

4953, @md * bisbended 1933
4954. 4% = ( . F, Voraviam) - 1932
49%5., S ¢ (Bedfard “ebool)

49%. 6ts " (3%,Fater's Merevies) Dislended 1933
4967, Tk *  {Compston)

144589, 8tk *  (Gueen's Perk) Registered 1933

4958, 11t v {34,Peul's © of &.)

49%9. 14tk * (Zuekmoor Zehool)

4960, 1%th *  (3¢.Mery's, Bedford)

4961, 18%k » (Bedford Nodern Sehool)

4962, 19%h » (9%.¥artin’s)  Absorded by 27th{1933) Rewrex:1937

14684, 208 * {(feldington) Registered 1933, Pisbanded 1937
4963, 2Tt~ (3%, Peter's Jwn) ¥ 1935
4964, 29%h * (Tveining Collegs Sshool)

4565, 3lst ¥ {Blenheis) Dishanded 1932
4966, 34t " (Kempston Bunysn) " 1932
17155, 35t (Ztewswtdy) tegisterdd 1939

4967. 40tk v {seton Sovonf Transferred to St Neots L.A.1934
17747. 43ra " (Baynos) Begistered 1936

18806, 55tk " (34lver Jubdlee Sehool) Hegistered 1937

17156, 60%x (B, 24, Weth) Disbanded 1929y re-rem 1936 ishanded 1938.
18301, 6let * {Woottonm) Hegistored 1217,

19701, 6Gash “ {Roxton) . 1938,

4969, 65t (53, 0uthhert's)

15774, 78tk = {Cardington) fsgistoped 1934

9629, 90tk " (Bungsa Neoiins)

4976, 9%4ta " {at.Faul's Nethodist)

4971, 10lst * {Zempoton @ of %.)

M Joiun » (ereien Korteyne) hegy 1930; Bisbe 1935 Rereg:1938,

11459, 105tk = (liely Treinity) Reg: 1930; Disbend: 1931 {ebsorbed by 11tk.Beds)
12297. 114tk * {filshamstesd) Registeved 1931,

12290, 115tk * (@illingten) " 1931,



In sarly Herehk, 1938, the County Comwissioner - ir, Nowsrd Spemsley,
was ‘sslled to Higher Service' snd this was & gresicloss %o Bedfordshire in more
weys then one, The future of the ‘hiteun Uounty Csmpy wae in the balanes, as ald
B wore ke eompeiitions mormally held at Wemioning Vanor, However, laptain 3.H,
dwmrey,; who suwecssded Lr, Ipensley as County Commiesioner, wade availsble ¥iltoa
spnest Lall for the ¥Wolf “hin sompetiition, and Yerrow Pield, #ilion drmnest for
the Hover Totem sompetition, Yor “hitesun Cemp Troops smade thoir own arrangemen s,

It wae a Qiffieult yesr in many wespsstis, Two Groups in pariienlsr
wege hard prossed to keep the 8th.%eout Law, The 15th., heving rented s piees of
land st lstow and erseted shoir own Headguariers, osgerly swalied the opening
saremeny, lnsisad, they srrvived one aomning in Jevuary, following a gale, to find
& wynskage spread soross the fleld, The 94¢h.Beds,, after gsllunt snd sustsined
efford %o maintain the guardaship “Geaguil” fres from ssbotage and interferense,
were relustantly eompelled %o dispoass of 14; vhieh meant Shey bad 10 rvely on eane
oes for Jes Swout setivities, Poth Sroups hed t0 start again from sersieh, but
they DIU memapge to ‘amile and whistle’',

Sumsricslly figures had agsin improved., 7The 60ik.Beda (Hzombem Rosd
sathodist) hed agein elosed down, but 104th.Beds(Marstor Noreteyns) re-opensd;
one now Group (Peek) - 84th, - wes formed at Roxton, dovers sontinued on the in.
sreass, Urews wore sterted in 154k, Seds.(Bedford Modern Sehool) and Th.Beds,
(tompaton) Groups, shough the letier 4id not register as & Orew,

¥id-Beds, did very well in Coumiy Compeiitions -~

dooderaft Flag (Amp®RRil Pexk . 25/26tk.June) lst: 5th.Beds (Fedford Sebool)y
Zuds 15th. * (5t 5ary's)

Stgealling Shiedd ( * " - Sth.July) 2ads 15t ¢
Folf Min (Milton Zwmest Hell -~ 9t * ) ¢4inners: 18th.Beds (Modern Sehool)

Jover Totsp (Tarrow Pield, Miltes Srnest « $/10%k July) Znde 15th.Bedss

Group Challenge Plag ¥inners; 15th.Deds.(St.Mary's, Bedford)
The Loeal Assosistion imbulsnse Cup was won by 7ith.Beds,(Zempston)

St Uoovge's Day end Smpirs Day were obsarved in treditionsl msnner, the
former by & "Cudas' Jwa) and "Seout's Ows” follewod by sing-song in Bedford Yodern
Sehool helly the lstter by parede om Ii,.Peter's Gress st 7 a.m,

i Hevut Week was held An July (but no osmp this yser).

Hoat Troops held eamps during ithe yesr and, spardi from she diffisulties



slrsady mentioned metivity eontinued as normal, but the Luropesn Politieal Crinie
enst its omivous shedow over sil, spesiaslly during late sugust.

Shortly after 3ir Charles Bowring made his Anmuwal Report for 1938, he
himself resigned his appointment se Distriet Commissioner, and handed over to
his suseessor, Lit: Col: K, 7, Oraig -~ lately rotired Trom the Indian Army. After
the Munish Urisis - in late Septesber - however, things more or less sstilea down
again and 1930 started full of promise,

Camping eontinued ss usual, but sinse ‘Munieh’ Air Hsid Rreesutions &
Civil Defense itams had bosome part of the Jeout Treining and Jeouts ook part
in ome oritwo Civil Defence demonstedtions and exereises in Russell Perk. Unece
again Troops made thoir own Whitsun Camp srrangements,

St.Georg's Vay was observed in a slightly different way, a GUERY RUSY
dovised by the mew B,C. Mifteen patrols took part, meoting st Bedford Modern
Sehool at 3} p.m. where they were given imstrustions as to their starting point
(3ecuters being stationsd at various perts of the Pistriet to aet as exsminers)
4ssch had 8 different sterting point but all had % visit esek point in turn,

The sompetition elosed st sbout € p.m, with tes in the Paldo Woad Community Hall,
Aftor s Seoute’ Own and & sing song the “Uraig Trophy" was presented to the win-
ners - 15th,Bods, (3%, Mery's, Bedford), 18th.Peds,(Pedford Nodern Sebool) were
runners-up and 19th,Beds, (St Yeartin's) third,

in the Loeal imbulsnee Cup Jompetition the 15th.Beds: rogained the trophg from
7th. Bods (Kempston). 94th.Beds (Sea Seouts) wers runners up,

The Pistriet did well azein in Jounty Competitions -

golf Siin (Ampthill Park - 10th June) wom by 18th.Beds.(BPedford Nodern Sehool )
Signelling Shield ( aiste ) 15th, * fourth,

i {smpteill Park) " * 15th,.Beds.(5t,Merys, Bedford)
Royex Totem (Tarrow Field, ¥ilton irmest ¥/3 24%h/25th.June, won by 15th.Beds:
Group Uhallengs - reteined by 15th.Beds mntil Nereh 1940,

Uthey loesl svents were - Chureh Parade st ©i,Paul's Churek on 20%h,
February 10 ecommomorate the diribdeys of Chief Seout & Chief Guidey Distriet Cub
Paining Course at B.¥.3, during Merch; dmpirs Day Perade on HSt¢.Feter's Green
8t 7 a.m; Ssturday 3rd.June - Opening of the 15th.Peds: Headquarters at Slatow
by Rev: A, G, Brown former G.5.3, and Pounder of the Group,

Lts Col: Creig resigned bis appointment as 1.0, during April. KHe
was sueceeded by Mr, F.9.S5mith, In spite of s good year (the Seout Yesr in those
days snded in September) it ended with all Seouts on & War-Time footing,



