“' Ne,
lat.Bedes

5¢h
T
L 1%
14
15tk
184k
29k
55th
61st
S0tk
94th
104th

95th JBede:

96h

&4

4ls¢

67%h

918t
tgs”
118tk
¥ T 4
1220

11th.Beds.

19tk

b

T8%h

A 10lus

115tk

2 3 2 33 2 3

N

19 4u.B6dn;

W

Owen's School

fye Grammar School
Hot Tn'nt‘l:u
3% ‘s

U
Bromham

Clepaom

Uakley

Harpur Congral Johool.
W S
Biddentsm

Civil Defence Trosp

St.Peul's € of 3,

S4.Martin's  (Troep)
raynes

“t.Outhbert's
Cardi

ngton.
Kempston C of 4

#ilshema tead
¥illington

+ fthose Groups sbove marked »v++#)

BEDPORD & DISTAIGT LOCAL ASS0QIATION (1939 - 1943)
{(¥erld War 11 Census)
Group, T8, 0. Begns

Unesters 4952 W

Bedford School 4955

Tompaton, 4957

ueen's Park, 14489

Hushmoor “ohoel. 9%

St.Mary's, Dedford. 4960

Bedford Nedern Nehoel 4961 |,

Training Collegs * xgg (Pack enly)

S5 lver Jubilee i

Jootten 18891

Bunyan 9629

St.Feul's Nethodist 4970

Vareton Norteyne. 15246 )

Svaousted Seheol Groups

({-t)

a1 |

e R01

SPIRED or
24152 A~ HEQLITERLD
sreen During the ¥ar

LA L F 3

24300

EERT Y

uuu}

4958
18626
17747 |

4769 DISBAUIRD
1571': during the Jay
m ( O jusk adfter
12297 o
12290

£ &ls5a te - ,ﬁ3’35%’ﬂf



o{ ocal 5:-5“«6‘ »’-5/ % y./v*y

Wit Wwr Z Ierecow (1735 1943)

Altheugh in mest respects 1939 was & very successful
year for Sceuting, guite esrly there were war eleuds gathering
on the herizen and the dull rusblings e¢f the appreaching sterm,
By Septenber war was gnevitable and she evacuatien frem Lenden
gewsensed, The Cattle Harket - or Tairgreund as it then was -
becsme transfermed inte a large canvas Camp manned by Rever
Soeut® and representatives af the saveral lecal sutherities and
served ss a distributien centre feor re-heusing the vacuees whe
were erpiving regularly frem %, aneras.

Soeuts were out in ferce, meeting the traine at ¥id-
1and Read statien, marshaliing the aprivals %o the Cantre and
then oonducting them %o their new ‘homes'. This ‘eperatien
wae completed in sbeut three days and earried eut efficiently,
The Scouts of Bedferd were net feund unprepared snd this was
sne of their finest mements,

War was deelared on Sunday 3rd,Septenber and slmest
evernight cenditiens were changed and these new cenditiens rust
be faced, 1In the first place mest of the Scouters and Revers,
being of military sge, were soen eslled up inte H,¥, Fercss er
t4vil Defence “ervices, leaving many Treops onglculy develd
of Ccouters, The future ef Seeuting lsy in the hande eof the
Patrel Leaders snd the fact Shat Sosuting smepged frem the cen
~flagration strenger than ever bears witnese te the way they
reose magnificently te She socaeion and fully realised Sheir
tremendous respensibility.

netting socustemed te the new cenditions was by ne
means essy, Training was new sentre’ sreund Alr Raid Preceut-
ions snd Civil Defence, and fer the firet few menthe gas-manks
had te be carried com%mny {and they oeuld beceme very cumber
esome), Meeting times had te be changed for many Treeps and in
some onses Sceut headguartsrs were requisitiened fer militery
er Oivil Nefance nurpeses,

Ceming 8 it did, late in the yesr, this training
worked gquite well inte wiu‘or pregrasnes but with the arrival
of Spring 1940 restrictions becane a bit irksome - especially
a® the war en the Western frent ssexed to be at » standetill
and she p“ubust{ of air raids seemed remete, Attentien was
turned te the Russis -~ Finland war which had breken eut - and

that was fer encugh away.

Late soring, hewever, saw the invasien ef Nerway,
Franee and the Lew Jeuntries and after she evacuatien ef Dun-
kirk all beeame as it were in the fvons line and ‘en duty’ ell
the tirme, Mardly a day er night went by witheut an air rald
werning, eepecially reund sbeut September and Octeber when the
Battle of BEritain wae at ite helight,



Daping Shie perisd and indeed shreugheut the resainder
of the wap, many Poouts were deing messenger dnd other duties,
eften a)l night, with the Civil Defence servicos and quite o Tew
Eeritorisus Hapvise iwarde wers geined,

fhe svaousss settlied down suite well in the districs
snd seversl jeined leesl m'nmca in addition %e twe lprgs Yreeps
sttaoked to lohesls evacuated (Cwen's Gchesl and iye Srusvar
fohoel), rhich tesk Pedferd Negletratien numbers,

Seosuts Rud adapted Sheumselves well %o war-tine candite
jons but She grestest cencern at this time was the prehibitien
of a1l camping, Later Shis ban was 1ifted and several interael-
frge campe were held, Thess were wostly st Oreup level,

After the cewbined effsyt during ‘ihe Svsounsient, for
varisus ressens, Sosut Greups mestly svearsted singly., The next
sscanisn when Shey were all Drought Semether was en Taturdey 18th
Janunry, 1941, st the Memerial Sarvice te the iate Chief Sceut
and Teundep ti‘ tha Yevement « Lerd Baden-Fewell - whe was toallied
te higher Gerviest eon the Egh,Janusry. The tepvice wap held in
gt Faul'e Church, vhich wae gm&ud te espacity by mesbers of the
Seeut snd Ouide levements, In kie sdlpess whe Ceunty Ceapvisslen
egp « Cpptain 6, H, Sisrey ~ guve a brie! outliine of the 1ife
story of 'E,"' as the Chie? was levirgly knesn,

In Coteber #f the same yeor several Treeps net at the
GAth, Bedn: Bea Sceut Hesdquarters fer a speeial Secute' Own, thle
heing the soonsien of the Cernwell Josul swerd te Treep lLeadsy
tiareld Parey of the G4%h,

in these daye very few Grewps had Headguarters whieh
they eeuld vall their own snd the 94%h. wers sensidered fertutate
in eotaining = isase on the buiidings in packwill Lane, nesr the
weip, which had sn idesl situation, The Hesdmuoriers was spensd
by the I.M,4. Cemmienlensy for Ses Bosuta, Admirgl Compbell en
Peiday 148k,.Juce, 1948 (The day the Cermsn army sntered Paris).
Incidantslly it wes preund abeut thie time that a4%h, discentine
usd 'Land® Seeuts, (At sne fize they hnd five Sectiene in She
Greup = Te1f Cubs; Bey Bceuts; Ses Ageutn; Genler Toeute; Hevers,
s peoard shared enly with 104k, Reda: (Vedern Soheal) and 15k
(0%, ¥apy's) - whe had Afr Sosuts instead of Sea ftasuts) OF ceurve
ne Greup hed sufficlent Soeuler san-newsr t» maintain se wany
pranches ge this hoppy eituation 414 net last leng. Three sect-
jene wap mere than mest ceulid manage,

Altbeugh by 1941 the ban sn ¢smping bad been 18f%ed
ne County sw= Distuiet svense had been organised, 1% wee s grest
enoasien, therefars, when we racelved n visit fres ths new Chief
- Lord Cemers, This Bally was held in She greunds «f Or,lareepde

Haward none, Cordingten Read, and was uwade s Ceunty event,



This was on Baturday 16th, October 1943 and 1s recorted more
fully elsewhere, (Under "Chief Scout's Visit®)

In the mesntime there had bLeen one very succennful
pistriet Rally in 1042 - a detsiled report of whieh is includ
-'d h.r“ith.* (/at' A’r-’vj(,'/ f'\kf(’('l(?{)

A second Rally wae held in Ellils & Everardte field,
Fenlake, st the week-end Friday 7Eh. to Sundsy 9th,.July, 1944,
This could well be termed the 'Austsrily Rally' for although
on a1l fronte the Allied Forces were advancing and on the Home
front there was less %ension, the war was by no means over and
the accent was e#till on Civil Defence = and we were on our 5th
year of rationing, It was a tdo it yourself' effort and no
dignitaries were invited for special taske, The Opening Cere~
mony was performed by Alderman A, L. Nicholle (who was one of
us, for he was the L.A, Chairean) and fifteen Groups were re-
presented (three more than at the 1942 Rally). They were:-
18t . Bede, (Onesters) ; 5th,Beds, (Bedford School); Tth.Beds,
(xempston) ; Sth, Bede:{(Queen's Park); 1lth.Beds: (8% ,Paul's);
15th.Bods:(St.Xary'a,Bcdfbrd); 18th.Beds: (Bedford Modern Bch:);
27¢h.Beds: (G, Peter' s); G5th,Beds: (S8ilver Jubilee School) ;
61st Bede:(Wootton); 90th Beds: (Bunyen); 91lst.Bede:(Harpur Cen
A Sohool); 94th.Beds, (Sea Boouts); 95tn.Beds:(Owens Schodl)
96th, Beds, (Rye Grammar School).

Cawp wae pitched on Friday evening and at one time
1t looked s &f it would be a wel week-end but rain cleared by
Saturdsy., After the Upening at 3 p.m. the afternocon was al-
most wholly given to Wolf Cub demonstmations, games and Jun-
gle Dances, No Seocut demonsirations were performed in the Ar
-ens - 8ll being carried out on the respective camp-sites,
There was plenty of activity.

Rovers were also much in evidence, three Crews being
well represented, sach with its pepponeibility - 15th.Peds
&A&bulgnco duty), S5th.Beds (I/e Camp hygene), 94th Beds,

Camp maintensnce - in whieh ecapacity they built 2 useful step
~bridge over the fence to ensble the public to enter from the
riverside path - for at that time there was no entrance).

Evening was spent on Scout Sports, finiehing with
& Six-s-side Pugger knoek-out tournsment in the final of which
94th best 1st: (the 15%h, and 5th.Beds, were third & fourth)
The result of the Sporte was 1, 18t . Beds, (Onesters); 2, 94th
Bede (Sen Scouts); 3. 904h. Bede, (Bunyan) ; 4, 15¢h. Bedn(8¢,
Mary'e, Bedford). Se 8th, Beds. (Queents Park), Ten Troops
entered, The svening was brought to a close with a 'utility?
Camp Fire, sbly arranged and conducted by the Troop Leaders!
Couneil, ¥ost Troope and seversl Guide Companies were presentg,



Hesvy rain on the Baturdsy night cleared sufficiently
to ensble Sunday morning sctivities %o be carried out but the
Socuts' Own srranged for the Sunday affernoon was rained off,
However, a Scoutera’ Fow-wow took place in one of the larger
tents, On the whole it was a great succees, The Camp Chief
agein wee the D,C, M¥r, Fo ¥, Kuhlicke with Deputies G, 8,4, E, A,
Pilgrén (Scouts) end 0,8.M. R, ¥, Turner (Rovere).

This was actually the last District event of the war
yesrs, Oroups continued ¢heir Seouting activities but on the
twar stage' scenes wers changlng so rapidly thet minds were foo
-useed on them rather than 'scouting'. Such local sfforts as
"finge for Victory" and "Galute the Soldier' Weoks were organis
-e4 and of course Scouts took part in thelr pabticular areas
and then, suddenly it seemed, came Vietory in Europe on E¢h, May
1945 and there was a time of spontaneous celebration, Then on
15th, August came vietory in Japan and more celebrations,

During a periocd of fast moving eventd occurred the
10all to Higher Sepviee' of Lord Somers {August 1944) snd the
election of Lord Rowallan as Chief Scout (February 1945). It
would be wrong %o say they passed umnoticed but these import-
ant event® did not receive the national or local publicity they
would have done in normal times,

With the cessation of hostilities things did not ret-
urn to normal immedistely (in fact some would say they Rever
aid). Several Oroups which survived the sctusl war time now
collapeed, for National gerviece was still in force and wolld~
be Seouters were still being ealled up, The evacuated Groups
returned to their own Assoclations,

According to aveilable L,A. Records it was not until
1947 that Grouwps (and sssociations) had & Nationsl Re-registra
-tion, so for records purposes we inelude 1947 in owr war-time
period, By then, after times of varied and varying experiences
$hings were at imst on their way towarde ‘Post War Beouting'.



¥ L1Y (Saturdsy 27th - Sunday 28th.June 1942) In eld ef
. emerial Fund, .

Treeps of Bey Sceuts, formed in & vash seni-circle,
with numereus packs of Welf Cubs in the centre, and sach cem-
plete with Cslours and Celeur Parties, gnnmud a celeurful
ansotacle at the epening by she Vayer (Mr, A ¥, Dudeney; of
the grand Bedferd and District Seout Rally en Saturday.

The event teok plmoe in Ellis & Everard's field,
pext te the Giris' Yedern Dcheel,

The Yayer (alse Prasident of the Leosnl Asmecistien)
expressed his pleasure st seeing this fine Rally, snd of the
grand werk dene by She Yevemsnt in the past, Alse, he sald,
ghere will De sven grester oprertunity in She future,

The bresking of the flag was fellewed by a general
salute, An inspectien of the parade wag then made by the
County Commizsioner (Capty 8. W Starey) the District Cemmise-
joner (¥r, ¥, ¥, fuhlicke) nnd the Uayer,

4 demenstration of setivisies waich take pince st
Pack meetings waw given by the Cubs, under the supervisien ef
wise B, Hedley (A.D.C. %olf Oubs), This censisted of twe
games “"Skinning She Gnoke* snd "Hsnging eut the ¥ashing®, Phy
~2ical jerks, and twe Jungle Dances which were mest interest-

ing.

The 5th,Bede: (Bedferd Scheel) Trecp gave an papn
~ive physicel training display - perfect in timing and hm,
followed by a displey of gymnasties,

Then oeme TENT PITOHING for which 15 minutes were
allewed (10 minutes te pitch, 5 %e strike), the object being
te shew that a whele camp ceuld be witched very gulickly when

prepev teamwerk is used, Tents '

were nitched in o '‘model eamp' /\
eeni-ciroular formation and all o Ly /7]

six entries vers up in well und 7 75° .

-gp the given time, Teaus were oy 90%

« 15%h,Rede; Orew, 15%h.0edel W] ¢l
Treop ﬂ!t.acdt:fclaphaz 90th, P o
m&::l!’!mym) 94s%h Peda:(Gea : (fl

Seouts) snd O5th Beds:(Owen's Scheel)

' wan nrg wueh impressed' writes the “Bedferd Recerd and
Ciroular® Reperser ‘at the effivient manner of the demenstrat
-ion, In @ few minutes the tents had been srected, inspected
by the Distriet Cemnlssiener and Gyf.H, Re Turner, dismsntled

and nen$ly packed away.



Hext was exhibitien of mass Semaphere and Herse
eignalling by the 18th,Bede: (Bedford Medern Hcheel) snd,the
o5¢h, Beds: (Owen's Scheel) and the 968h,Beds, (Rys Grammar
Sehoel) Traeeps, and it wes clear that s keen and high stande
ard of prefietency had been reached,

The Alet.Beds: (Claphem) Trecp preved themselves ex
;po;: gymnasts, as wae seen by their feat of dlving through
DODE

During the ensuing interval the publie teok the ep~
nartunity of inmpecting the medel eamp, Abeut 30 tente were
gttnhod on the #ast side of the field, and near several of them

n preparstion for tea, fires had slready been 14% by shese
Seeuts whe were $o spend the night in o A Divuone built eof
prushes eaptured much admiratien, especislly rcaz the yeunger
m;mﬂn. Anethey Shing in same oamp (that ef the 15th,
Beds) te olaiw attentien was the weird and mysterious Toten
Pele at ite entrance, This was the Ceunty Rever Teten which
was won by the Crew,

in the evening the activities were resured with a
ahghy by the 94%h.Beds:(Zea Scouts) en the bDank of the river,
various metheds of rescue from the water and an exhibisien of
best 4rill were seen, The Tth, Peds: Rempsten) Treoep made a
neat raft entirely frem reeds, groundshsets and staves, Thie
wae paddled very successfully ever the river seversl tises,

A olever sxample of gumm-.. an aeriel ranway;

high ever the river, wae made by the Revers of the Tth, and

4th.Bede, undsr the supervisien of ReB.Le Co ¥, Denten,

Puring that evening and en Sunday a steady gtrean of peeple
had the ma.yoble experience of awiftly cressing She river by
this methed), Other fesnte of pionesring te be sesn were the
gtrong mwonkey bridge, built by the SSh.beds: {Bedferd “chesl)
and the signslling tewer bullt by the 568h.Beds {Rye Grammar
Scheel), Beth were exceedingly streng structures and were n
eredit te the Tresps cencernsd,

A sewbined A.R.P. snd Virst Ald dlepflay follewed,
Tipes were seon extinguished with stirrup p'"{" and casualtise
were du;l: with very effectively, Tree tsl ag art were
1ot Bede: (Onesters) 8th,Bedes (Queents Park), 1 JLeds: (S,
Kary's) - Fire zﬁmlu. 55%h,0eds (Silver Jl‘hln) and 101s%.
Peds (Kempsten C of £) - First ild parties, All were ve
highly cemmended by the $ivil Defa Autherities, Thie d tglu
was superviced by 5,0, ¥, ¥Wicksen {8¢th, Bedn) arsisted by AS.M
%, "iles (BEgh, Reda),

in exhibitien of Scouting Cames in the Arena preved
very vepulsr, net se much fer the skill displayed as for Sthe
vigeur put inte the effert,



Owen's Seoheal Treep put en sn extrs rough game of
'Bpitish Bulldeg® but even this wee amade o .g;mw quite gen=
tie cempared with the final game of VYiugeee' butween the iHth
and she 94th.Bede, 94%h. were slightly She heovier elde but
15%h, -Tnmd faster, not that 1% matiered, for s shings
were neither oeuld claim any advantage, Hoepuan Creighton was
sutetanding fer 948h, and made some determined breaks but he
pever mansged e get past the 158k, full back - whe wad un-
pecognisable, naving sustained a breken nose early in the gaune,
sesult wae a gealless draw between twe very teugh teanms,
(Incidentslly the 15%h. back twrned out %o be the Camp ¥.0)

this sas fellewed by a Cemp sing-eong,. Pepular Soout
gengs, rounds snd yells were heard, and ¥y, He Je Colsen FeRyUos0
cenducted, 7The hymn *Jerusslem’ war sung and finally "The King®
and the lowering of flage cencluded the day's precesdings, The
new Chairman of the L.A. (¥re ¥ Nichells) wee amengst these

present,

There was a #1light rain en Sunday werning but this
seen cleared, C:uf Flagbreak at 9 o'oleck was cenducted vy
8.5, B, Pilgeim {948h) and G.0.N, B, Turner {3 thg; and
opdspe of the day were road by .1, ¥, Tickeen {dsh). After
the camn site had been cleared of sll 1itter a bathing parade
wen held at Newnhem Batha,

The Public were sgain admitfed te the @ in the
afterncen and a Seeute' Own fiervice, besutiful in 1% siwplie
«~ity, cencluded the mn{. 1t was cenducted by lev: J. €.
7113 5ans (Dinector ef Religieous Bresdonsting), and $he cengre
~gatien inciuded o number of Guideg snd Nangers, NYusic was
provided by Bedferd Trades Band,

the Gepvice began with the Natienal Anthem, follevwed
by the singing of the hymn s0ity eof Ced", Prayers were sald by
gev: L.J,Bennatt, The pre-affirestion of the Pronmises follewed,
Cantt Starey lesding the Seouts snd Ouldes and ¥iss Hedley
the Cube. AsDsCe Yo To Hye rend the Goeut Law, while all steod
at the salert, This was fellewed by the reading - Matt: 25 vai
1«1% = ! the 0.0, A cellection was Saken in aid of %She
Lerd Yayortas Alr Rald Relief Vund,

these present {in addifien e these alresdy mentien
~ed) ineluded the layer & Mayeress, ¥rs,Enight-"ateen, Greup
Cant: 9, Swith (2,D.0. Alr foeute), YMies K.R,Hewstsen (Divis:
Comm: Ouldes) and ir,H,Parrett (Deputy Camp Chief).

The CAMP GHISY for the RALLY was D.O. ¥, W, Ruhlicke
with G.5,.%, £, A, "ilgrim and .M, 7.7, Nicksen (Duty Officers)
and 0,8.,¥, R, ¥, Turner (Wedical Officer) as DEPUTIND,



