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Towsrds the end of the war some setivities had returned 1o praeticslly
nomsl, Cssping hsd boen resumed on a limited seale, but in the Pield of 'Adnin.
jetration’ - Nstional Yerviees 'sall up’ still being in epsretion - the shenge had
peon mueh slower., A ‘shifting popuistion’ mede ioosl Assoeistion orgenisation vory
a17Pheult (snd Sounity more se), Thore wos some unkind eritieism shout this in 'lLet
~tors to the dditer’ in the new Loosl Assceistion ssghaine ~ “THE PATHPIEIGA" - but
the very fset thet ihe megazine had eome into boing shows tauat the L. A, was nob ide

ia.
Altbough County Compatitions wers not regmned %111 1948, the Pletriet got

off to a good stars with a Nover Vewk-ond Cemp at Bromben Park, 21lst.~22nd, July,
1945, FRovers of pre.wsr viniage will have ssay plassant rescllestions of the b
usal County fover Compstitions; whish, as with 80 meny Other good things, had % e
sbandoned during the pariod of the wer, is & substitule, mowever, forsshadowing bed
-tor thinge %o ocome, & Pistriet Gover Compatition was held in Brombam Park, Thanks
4 the kindness of Mp, Nohert Skinner in plseing his beautiful grounde so frecly et
our dispossl.

“he sompatition, held on Sundey merning, soversd the naking of & ons.man
pike sheltor, the first joint of & log osbin snd a length of rope, all from natural
wmeterisles; while there were various asture study snd general knowledge tents. The
gonerel idea was that the Wvers reprosented ovews shipwreekoed on an apparently un-
jnhebited island, on whieh thay had eome ashors #ith very limited squipment. Tou
#11]1 no doudbt remember that Sobinsen Crusoe, whon in like eese - for the islend was
pot demert - was able to ferry soross nesrly snough stuff to set him up os & “Univer
-sal Providsr"; but he would nevertaeless have made a tolorably useful member of &
Sover Crow, (in wnessy reflestion asssils us,that perkaps no one resds "iRobinson
Cragoe” nowadays; wideb is & grest pity.)

Thers were three Crews in ihe sompetdtion, 15th.Peds {a%,Mary's, Bedford),
7th.Beds, (Zompaton) and $5th.Beds.(silver Jubiles Sehool), finishing in that order,
Phere was a very suscessful Ummp Fire on the Ssturdsy evening; and the Hovera' Own
on Smaday sfternoon, held, by the kindnems of the Revs %, ¥, Gilbert, in Trombem
Churek, was eonducted hy the Jounly comaissioner, Awong the apare-time setivitios
wes swimming by the hardier spirits. This eamp wes henertily enjoysd by everyons
fortunate snougk to bhe prosent



4 loeal Signalling Competi tion wes beld, im Silver Jubiles Hebool
¥iald, The respomse for this was yuite good, ten tesmo sompeiting, The compot.
1tion was won by 90th,.Deds; {Bunyan)

in the Septembor a Jover Trsining Uourse wss organised, to whieh all
geouters were invited, to give them en opportunity to ses at first hand whsi
dovering was all sbowus, 4 few did atiend snd thoroughly snjoyed it., 7The two
wosk-ond enmps (S4h.-Othy and 22nd.-23rd. Sepiember) were at Dromhss Fark; sad
the two intermediste mestings (12%h, snd 19th, Sepiember) at the Silver Jubilee
Sehool. There were talks and domonsirstions on: “The New Sover Plan”, "Camp
Sites and 2iting,” "The Rover as & Citisen,” "Homsus and Firet Add,” SEsalking,
Trasking, Observetion end Sstimedion,” “iressanship,” “The Rambler Badge,” “Pro
~gramme Plasning,” “Looking Wide," “Some Nodern ipplications of flepaldry,” snd
“Phe Stars® The last,hy the County Jommissionsr, was one of the high spots, &
{neluded looking st eraters of the acon through a 3 ineh telescope,

3 Rovers' Own wes held st eosh of the Camps, one being eondueted By
Gapt: 3. U, Stepey (0.0) sad the other by A.5.C. 8. 7, Hye, ‘two Cemp Fires
on esek of ke Saturday nights in sssp wors sondweted by D.5.4, ¥red Loosley
4n Bis inimitable style, Uther setivities wers rembling snd seimming. The
Bovers weve indebted to 6.9.4, John Dow of 23rd.Bedsy for it was largely through
nis good offises thet use of Promhsm Fark wes obiained,

Fot mush wos done compotitionwise im 1946, most of the larger snd go-
shesd Groups made their own omvping srrangsments snd sueh use was sgein made of
Sromham Pask, The Dilstriet “hitsun Camp wes held et Brombem Park from Fridsy
7¢h. to Monday 10th. Juns, The Camp wss not wsll suppertsd but Fth.Beds: {Bed-
ford “emsel), 198k.Bads:(St.Yeryls, Bedford), 18¢h.Peds:(Nodern Jehool), 23rd
Bods: (Sromban) snd 94th.Beds:(Zes Secuts) sent good representative numbers, The
westher wae not kind, but in spite of this all enjoysd the osmp and most was
mads of the &ry spells, A Bessball wateh was played sguinst the 3.0.0,5, Ramg
~opf Company who wers aledo esmping in the Park, The Secut team, ghonen from the
whole ssmp, won fsirly emsily, Alsc a 'Zugmsce’ meteh took plass hatoeen the
184h,Bedns and 23vd.Badss, the former Just wimning a sloss gans, Twoe good Camp
Fires wers hold on the Jatuvdsy and Sunday cvenings, the forner being eondueied
by the 15th.Beds: Orew, the sesond by B.3.4, ¥, looslay, 9.3.W. John Dew was
Gamy Ohief,



Yor some yesrs Treops hed run senilopr UYecut Feairols, mesiing separetely
from the Seout Troop, but in 1946 “Jenjer tocuis™ beesme an offieisally reecoguised
Seetion, and musk tims wep ,uil inte Senior Seout setivities, (Alr Ssouting had
basome ar offieirlly resognised Jcetion in 1941, It hed not tsken on 400 well in
Sedford only four Croups . the evasusted Uwen's Jehool, 8th,Bede (imesa’s Park),
51e¢,%eds, (Nappur Centrsl) snd 15th.Yeds - having started pstrolsy the latter had
the longest sontluuity. They worked, howsver, rather with the Rover Upew than as
Zgouts and eventually beeame abaorbed, The Bik.Bode: too sventuslly boesns sbsord
-o& in t:0 %samior Secut sestion),

after & good stert Rover Sevuting hed proved raiher dissppointing, dut
st the County Aower Noot, Usliow Hoad Hall, Luton, is Januery 1947, Bedford had
quite » good representation, This was the first Post.war County Noot, and from
disgussions and chservetions it was soon obvious thst o now patiern wes svelving,
he entispated return of meambors from the Foress snd other National Serviee (whieh
was #3411 in operetion) had not weterialised snd several Uroups . or Jeetions - hed
Boen foresd to olose down, even though thsy kad survived he war., Jor was the Few
fover Flen helping matiers,

icesily, bowever, Jsuior Jesulting wae waking good progevess, The Senjor
Sgout weok-and {Jist.lay -~ Ist.June) ves devissd to test qualities of endurenee,
resouresfulaeos end indtiative, w1th suduranes ws the keoynote, A {ype of commsndo
eourss, in faet., Joeh Seoul wes pemmitied & paek of not more than 30 1ba, weight
and 8 tean eould eonsist of not lesas than four snd not more than six. Tesms wers
sntered from lst, %th, 18th, 232d, 90th, and 94th.Beds. The avent was not #0 mmeb
& competitior e¢s an atismpl 10 sssens eash tesm's prowess, sud the pleeing of teams
wns judged solely on the journey ss far e Vilten Ermesi, and the plonsering work
on funday aowning, Fhat really mettersd wes noi the pleeings dbut the splendid spi
~ri ¢ showm by the Seouts, and their powers of esnduranes,

The test starisd from the Sbire Hail, Eedford, snd before seiting out
oush team kad %0 diseover ithe first slue by solving & earvossword, This disclosed a
messare direwting them to Brombsm Fark via Zempston ¥ill and Fiddenhsm, following
footpathe afl the way. In ordsr that e crowd of Secuts should not insonvenienss
sayone, the tsams wore sllowed to est off at five.minute intervals after solving
the eroseword, At Broembsm Feck furthor elues ian the form of mep referencses sont
dhad to the river fordat Clagham., Um the wey they bsd to setimate the beight of



Sromham Churek Tower and eolleet lsaves of twelve different trees snd speeimass of
wix different sdible plante (weeds), At Clapbam Purther olues insirueted them to
ford the river send make their wey t0 the County Commissioner’'s house st Milton Hr
-nest. Un the way they were stopped by a eyelist who enguired the way to Kimboliom,
At ilton irnest they rested snd bad thelr ovening meal. They were also visited

b3 the C.{, who had a few words with them, Owing to the lateness of errivel at ¥i)
~ton drnest, the remainder of the plan for the evening was curtailed and teams were
instrueted to make their way to Bromhem licouse, where they were to slesp for the night.
411 but four Jeculs arvived at Brombsm House, and by 3 s2.m, hed bedded down without
canvas., The four missing Seouts turnsed wp early on Sunday morning, heving slept by
ths wayside, The distenes sovered was spproximetely fiftesn miles, and had been

over vough fooipaths snd grassland, as was evidenesd by the emormous erep of blisters,

Sunday moraing wes taken up by pionocsring tests, a raft, asrial runwey aand
monkey bridge being consirueted ovey Bromham Housa lske, OUne team had t0 divise a
mosns of straining and purifyinz water, and make a pair of shoes from natural amter-
isls at hand, Ia the aftermoon 2 COrieket mateh was played against the patieants of
Browhem House (and the Ssouts were only just beaten), Those not pleying Crisket
made thefe way to the river for a swim., My, Euhlicke vondueted a short Secuts’ Own
in the sftarnoon,

Although things did not sll run seeording to plan (some having to be eur-
tailed) it was a sueecssful and enjoysble week~end, and credit was also due to the
Seouters who eame along to sssist, The placings were:- 1. Sth.Beds (Bedford Sehool)
2. 90th.Beds: (Bunyan)s 3. 18th.Beds (8.%.5.),

Ano ther Competition Ceamp wae arvenged for wesk-snd 12%h.- 13th, July, at
Brombhem Park, bui thers were only three entries - lst.Bede:(Unesters); Sth.Beds:
{wasen's Pavk) and 15th.Beds.(3t,Mady's, Bedford)., The competition was postponed
but the latter Troop camped out and earrisd ithrough & full progrsmme, The postponed
compoti tion esmp was arranged for week-end 20th, - 21st. September, but on this cee-
asion the weatbsr wes 0 bed thet only two Troops turned up - the 15th, (Juniors)
and the 90%h, (Seniors) plus some of the 15th,Crew, It was agreed to share the hon-
ours, luring the year ssveral Troops took part in the national ‘Jam Jar Drive',

The great ovent of the year wap the Jorld Jamboree 'of the Pesece' held at

Hoismon, between Paris and Howen, Franee, Bedford had 12 representatives in the Coun
-ty Contingent, whieh wase led Wy 0.0, ¥, ¥, Xuklicke, sssisted by A.5.M, Richerds



{(Podford Tekool) amd 4.2.M, Uwens (1st,luton); their comp baing in Sub-lemp
TLorraine™, Fedford sleo had representstion in the Rwver and Zeoutsr Sub.Cemp
fZediaguet, Une of the most iwmpressive things wes the friendship existing in
thie spot, where dut two years provicusly there bad boen 0 mueh hete, It wen
¢ grand tribute %0 the Hgonts (espseially the Nover seetion) of Pranse end the
Seout Novement im general,

Sounty Uompetitions were revived for the first time sines ths war, in
1948, The response from ¥id-Beds: was rather disappointing the only entries be.
ing from 18tk Bedes (B.M,2) and 94th,Beds: Their porformances, although not sup
-plying s wizner, wers quite satisfsetorys~ Cydle iarathon - ifth, were fourih)
4olf Skine {18th, were seseond); Vooderaft - Jumiors {184k, and G4th., were fourth
& rifth vespeatively), Bedford 4id not snter for the othey compstitions,

Loeslly, howsver, theors wes a slightly better response, i Senjor Sscut
Hight 'Ineidsns’ Hike ook plese over the week-end 10th-1llth.ipril, six tesns (of
two) entersd i lst,Bedsy let/13th.Beda; 15th.Beds; 90th.Beds "i", “B* end "0",
isoh Seoud esrrisd hike kit sad otheor neesessitios for the insidents, lesving
Bsdford on the 7.05 trein, sryiving et Harlisgion at 7.35 p.s. tesns sommonced
locking for ths first elue (ia tke willage cburehysrd)ehish gave the order of pro
wpoedure, Temms left &t 5 minute imtervals for the first mep reference - the top
of Sharpenhoe Ulapper and the first ineldent, snd a0 on from one . R, to another
- in all snecuntering seven incidents and sovering a course of 15 miles, mostly
svor unfamiliay country., The route wes from Barliagton to Jlophkill vis Sherpone
ke, Bepton, Highss Cobion, $ilsoe Perk and Bedlos, 4ll tesme had errived at
Clophill by 2,30 a,m,(%undsy), and, finding a sosy Uissen hus in whish o slesp,
were in bed by 3.1% s.m. end sleps 111 £ o'sloek, The floor wse hard, but sll
wers 80 tired they eould havs ‘slept on ¢ slodthes-line', ifter bresakfsst, pray
-8rs ete; vrosulte ware announeed, prises ewarded, snd finslly, baving elearsd wp
all isft for tho seven miles walk howe, srviving sbout 12 neon, Thet this vent
urs wes & great suscers was not dus 10 good weather, nature of the souniry, or
the organisation, but to the kesnness end grond support of ZJeouts and Seocuters
teking pert. All who did tske pert will sgree thet the Heniors who let this op.
portunity slide really nissed & zrond stunt, The winning tesm was H0th, Beds:"A"
{ddwards snd Sidwsll), with ths 1%th.Peds:(Deniels end Goorge) seeond, one mark
behind, 90th "B (Bireh and Jarbineon) were third,



£ Distriet Cemp wee agein held in Brombae Park and was guite well sapport
-od by the Bedford Distriet frowpe snd a full progrevme was earried oul, Camp was
from “aturdsy 15th, Nsy o Yondsy 174s,Mny, ¥o ecapetitions were held, but Troops
were axpeciad Yo esmp sasoprding to osmping standapds, and Troop Camp-sites wers in
~apoatod and judged to these simndards, Septifieatos wore swardsd to Troops rosed
-ing the pequired stundsrd, This was very weleoocme o many of the 'old timers’ snd
revived memoriss of the Festoning Csmps, for the standurd of eamping sinee the war
hed dvopped very low, Uany of the ssapers, howevar, wers of post-war vintage, and
found the going very herd indead, They will me doubt appresiets 1% in later ysars,
Aotuslly the standard of this esmp was very high, and st the slose Troops whe thoe
urht they hed lsft thepr oites spotless were d¢inillusioned soon after by veseiving
parsels of their ‘leavings'.

Oamp Pire on the Seturday night was econdusted by B, %.H, ¥red Loosely,
Put 1t wes plainly evidens thet the rising genersiion of Jeocuts have much 0 learn
in Camp Fire proessdure, Seouts’ Own on Jundsy was neid in Brombam Chureh, and
the eddvess was givea by D.C, ¥, 7, Fuhlieke, Ths Samp was offisislly elosed st
1 p.m, on Nonday but Troops were ensouraged 10 stsy on a4 help st the gynkhans in
Bromhem Favk (whish sterted at 2,30 p.om.)

The Camp Chief wes 5,D.0. Johm Dew, sund the following froops were in
esmp s- 1ut. Pade:{Unestars); 7ok, Bode: (Kempston)y St Dede: {meen's Fark);

15te * %&;t.hry‘ﬂ); 90th, * (Bunyen) 94ta, " (see Seouts)
18¢k * (Zedford Nodexam Zehool).

1n S88888, ( wook-ond 11th. - 12th.Septenber) The astern Counties Hover
Moot took plaee st Feluted Sehool, swsex, Bedfordshirs reseived sarly invitaiion
end from the beginaing Bedford wers very keen, but various sireuastansss intervon-
od and one by one the Hovers were foreed to drop out and in the finish ouiy two of
the 15%h,.8eds, Crew werve able %o attend. (luion and Souid Podu: ss 1% happonad bad
s lerge vepresentstion), It turned out w0 be a very wai gosk-ond but it wes en.
joyed by all present., Nins scuntiss were repregented in the Inverlounty Speris
whieh wee wom by Borts: and Hunta, with Sssex runaners up. fedfordshire, with only
one vistory (by the Bedford vep: 1ot 1t be added) were last, {The other Bedfordiisn
was losned to Muntss who ware rather short of men powsr, and resordsd & vistory)

on 3vd,Sovember thirty Semior Seouts (from § Troopsi~ Sthy Btk 15t
184ky JOth, and 94th.Beds! went for a tour of inspsetion round the County Polise
Esadguartera, Goldington Hoad, Bedford, A very intercating evening was spens, &



af'ter visiting sll depariments and viewing “"erime maps”, finger prints ete., any
of the party who may have previously desidsd upon a eriminsl earesr now had other
{dean, Not the least interestiang part of the visit was the vefreshbments in the
Poliee eanteen,

igain, on wesk-ending 13%h, ~ l4th.Novemder, Senior Jeouts from the lsty
8th; 184hy 90th., and 944h.Beds. took pert in & Night ixereise, the eourse being s
eireular one, covering s distanes of 20 miles, with wix ineidents et various points
on the routs, Fourtesn “couts (from the Oroups mentioned) end twelve Seouters end
fovers from the lstp; 15th; sad 90th.Beds., left Badford on Jaturdsy evening at 7 pm,
sssembling a8t dsrrington Toll Bar, Buekinghmmshire, at 8.30 p.m. Six tesms of two
prosseded to different "mep refersness” all starting a2t 9.30. Yone of the toams
eompleted the whole of the hike, but they all must have done at lesst twenty miles,
The resson for pasking-in was mostly sore feet, The lasty teem arrivsd baek at
Farrington Toll Bar st 6,30 a.m. on Sundau movning, Although the teams did not
somplete the hike, several weak points were found, Some teams wers not up to the
map resding stendard, thus walking further then noesssary. fome Seouls still get
blistered feet after a fow miles, mainly through not wearing good sirong boots and
two pairs of thiok sosks, The standard at the ineidents was exeellent, and the
Seouts were sommended on their sleriness snd ability. Some having hed four hours’
sleop (and mome nome st all) sll seitled down to a good breakfast befors returning
to Bedford {(arriving by 10.30 e.m,) Thenks te the grend work done by Seouters and
Hovers all bed a thoroughly enjoysbls time, There was one unexpested ineident
when a village polieemen suspseted two Scouters (eitting in a car awaiting arrivel
of the next team) of being pouliry thieves, However, they mansged to eonvinee him
they were Secuts - and s0ld him a shillingsworth of refflie tiekets for their
Christues Draw,

The County “hiteuntide Ceomp was re-introduseed in 1949, being held in
Ampthill Perk (4th, - 6th.June)., This esmp actually served several purposes, For
the younger Seouts it wes & new sxperience; for some of the older ones it renewed
old sequaintances snd revived happy memories of the pre.wsr days, 1t brought the
feouts of the Jounty together es never before { at lesut for many years). intries
sxgesded all expeetations, and about 800 were in esmp. There were 35 sniries for
the Tooderaft Flag - snd not all Troops sntered,



The Gemp Chief was Field Commissioncr John Sweet, with 4.0.¢, L. H. Plen
~derledth es Deputy, end the Comp dividod into three sub-osmps - “Zenloek” (luten
Metriet), “Harpur” (¥id-Beds) amd “St.John" (Rest of County), “Harpur® eomprised
lsty Tthe Bthy 15¢k; 18thy 6laty 90th, and 944h.Beds, end 4,0,0.0, B, Perrott was
sub-samp Chief, With one exespiion all those Troops, and 14th.Beds,(Emshmoor) who
same out for the oseasion, entored for the iooderaft Chellenge Plsg, Bedford did
2ot supply & winner dut 16th.Beds, came fourth, 15th/6let - seventh ané 04%h -
eighth, The ssmping stendurd wae very high but most Troops were sgual to the oe-
oasion, "Alter” fires in most esses had not been previocusly taskled, dut sgsin the
Seouts rose 10 the ceession., There was a Urand Camp Pire on the Saturday night,
reminiseont of pro.war deys, snd a Seouts’ Uwn on Sundsy, »% whieh the County Com-
miosioner gave sn inspiring sidvees, Hven the weather 'tosd the line' for after
hoavy rein on the Friday night, 1t 033204 down %0 a hot woek-end, whieh was thor.
oughly snjoyed by 2ll who took part,

The other County Competitions were i~ ¥Olf Cub Challemgs fkin (18th.Bedes

were winnorsy; 19tk Seds « 20d), Oyele Varathon ( lst.Bede: « $hird im Junior Seet.
iony 78th.Beds(Cerdington) « third in Rover Ssetion): Sisnsllimg Competition ( 18,
~ third in Senior eeotion; Sta/18th.(eomposit toam) second in Junior seetion)

Hover Totem sompetition ( 1st.Bede wore sseend).

Thie latter compotition was in two parts; (1) Orew letiviiy log for iks year {for

whish mone of the ¥id-Bads Srews entered), (2) 4 trek (held on week-snd 24th.~25%2,
Septembor) from the Ampthill - Ridgeont Nosd, seross sowntey to the Baily Bridee
a% Hilton senest - approximetely 16 miles, Hid-Beds. wore represented by two tosms
from 1lst.Reds (Unesters) and one from the 15th.Beds, The former finished in the
firat twe plases, to receive the "ilephent” Trophy [and seeond place oversll). The
15%h, finiehed the eourse but bad o withdvew through sidknoms of one of ths team,

iosnlly 1¢ did sssn that Senior Ceouts snd dovers eculd not sueeemafully
operats separatsly, Lasi yoars Semior Ssoud fumetions all ineluded Hovers {(whe held
none) This yssr Govers organieed seversl visite - whieh included Jeajor Zeouts (who
held none), By 'none’ it refers to an L.2, beais - thore was plenty of separate
saedvity in the Groups, Hover vieits ineluded Bedford ¥odorn “ehool Fueewm, The Uae
Horks, also telke by the Borough of Dedford Janitsry Inspeetor (i, 5.J,0vmstable)
and Trekbdng for Athletes (by Nesara, 'Joek' and ¥sleolm Dulrymple (both Ulympie
Performers),

It wes in 1947 ulso thet “Bob.a-Jobh" wes staried, It was recsived with

mized fedlings, but spperontly it hed some %o skey, A4leo et that time the Jountiy
Capitation Feo was one penny per hsad,



Rovering, on & Distriet level, again proved a dissppointment in 1950,
Individually five or six Crews wore opersting but rarely wore more than three rsp
~regsonted at sny Distriet or County funetion, The Jounty Hover licot wes held at
Saller Strest Youth Csntre, lLuton, st the week-end 4ih./588, Pebrusry. The Theme
for the Mot was "The Hesponsibilities of a Hover Seout” (te God, to himself, to
the Movement and to the eommunity)., Six Hovers from Bedford were present, repres-
enting thres Crews (lst; Tth, & 15%h),

In the County Rover Competition (¥ilton ¥rmest, Tih/8th.May) only two Bed
«~ford Urews entered, Of those 15itk.Beds. sssily won the first pasrt but did not tum
up for the seeond, The lst.Beds (Onssters) however, came seeond overall snd retained
the ilephant trophy.

#“hi tsun Cemp was again held in Smpthill Perk, and 700 were in eamp, This
wes the oeesmion of County Competitions, Hid-Beds' bost efforts were i
Yonturer (16¢h.Beds:(B,1.8) 3rds), Signelling { 18¢h.Bede “A" and "B" winners and
runners-up respestively - & grand offort)

Holf Skin (Ampthill Perk, 1lst.July) winners 18th.Beds. 27th.Beds (5¢,Feter's) 3nd,

At the Yhiteun Camp of 1951 the County wes honourad by & vieit from the
Desputy Chief feout - 9ir Hob loekbari (dessribed mére fully under *Ciaief Seoute'
Visits."), In ¥areh a Distriet fover Competition wes held, four teams entering
15th,Bode; 94th.Bedey 1lst.Bedsy 1st/15th.Peds, Piniehing in that order, The only
suceesees in 'County’ wers :- 18th.Beds (B.¥.3) first in Venturer Competition
and ssoon€ in Group Competition, Jover Totem (lst.Beds: wers third),
Four Zgoute atiended the Seventh Vorld Jamboree at Bad Isehl, Auetrie,

darly im 1952 (6th,Yebrusry) the Distrisd, with the rest of the United
Kingdom mourned the death of #.M. Ving Ceorge VI, OUtherwise it did not turn out a
very eventful yeapy, #hitsun Usmp was sgain at ampthill Ferk, and ia County Compet.
itions only the larethon seemad to provide eny inserest. The 790th.Bsds.{Bunyan)
were 3rd, in the Jeont Sestion and 4th. in Jenior Zecut; 114th,(Wilstead) third in
Senior Secuts; and 1lth, (Zt.Paul's) fifth in Seout ssetion,

1953 was Coronation Year, and in the Loeal Coronmation Farsde Dedford L.A.
was representsd by a eomposite Troop of "over 15s", 94th, %ea Seouts entered the
Deeorated Bomts earnival and the Disiriet Rovers wers responsible for menning the
Boasons on Henhold #ill and Grinders' Hill, neer Turvey, part of the netional Chain,



Pedford was quite well represented st the Cowaty Rover Koot (“BViR
QUEIT I¥ SREs3T") held at Miliom Ernest hall at the wesk-end 27th/28th.June, by
lat.Podn: (Onentera), 15tk.Beda:(The Fifteenth) and 94th,.Beds:(Jes Seouta)y aleo
in the Senior Seetion of the Jouniy Ferathon D0ta.Beds:{Vuaysn) snuserod ithree tsame,
two of whied eame squal sssond, sud the other, third, e very ereditshls perfomsenes,

The big ivent of 1954 wee the visit of the Chief Seout . lord Rowellan -
to the County Jsmp st Ampimill Yerk, during the “hitsun wesk-end, (This, however,
i® deseribed more Pully under Chief Seouts' visite, Losslly a new (or revived) dvent
wes the Loeal AsmCeiation Iports om Gth, July, whern the Jeoud Trophy wes won by lst,
Beds (Umeatars) with 94th.Beds, rusners up, The Cub Trophy wes won by 18th.Beds,

Uver the pericd of the firet tem yenrs af ter the wer sevsral names ‘dis-
appeared ineluding four old ostablished Groups of over twonty yesra standing :-
5th,Rede, (Bedford Sekool), l4th.Beds,{Mushmoor Sehool), 29¢h.Beds.(Traingng College
Sehool) snd 5th.Rede, (34, Cuthborts), Uthers wore 23rd.Peds, (Brombam), 35th.Beds
(Stowarthy), A1si.Beds (Clapham), 55th.Beds (Silver Jubilee 3ehool), 64th.Beds (fox
~ton), 9lst,Reds (Herpur Jentrel Sehool) and 21st,Beds (ilstow falvation irmy). The
latter - previocusly ‘Life Saving Seouts' and not members of the 'B.P. Seouts' - hav
~ing & short existangs in the issoceisntion, of barely = year,

Yow registrations wers :~ 4th.Bedas (2%.%apy's Chureh of ingland),- 19435 12%k.Bede

{3t Mieheel’s) - 1953; 40th,.Beds (Stewsrtly Sekool) - 1948; 4lst, Beds, (Bedford Romen
Cathddie) - 19%0; and 69¢th.Beds {Erombam House - Handliespped Troop) -~ 1948,

Groups ve.sAsrting wors 1. 1lth.Beds (Zt.Peml's C of ¥), 20tk Feds (Goldington),
78th, Bads, (Cardington) - after one 'false etart’ as 'St dary’s, Cardington’ s Chureh
sponsorsd Groupy 104th,.Peda, (Nerston) and 114%h.Peds (#iletesd), The 15%h, & S4th,
dvopped their titles of ‘it lary's, Bedford’ and '5t.7sul's Ysthodist® and beeans
"The Pifteenth' sud 'les Seouts’ respestively,

The last four or five years were rather trying ones, The sarly signs of a
poturn %0 8 pre-war standard 414 not meterislise, the faet bsing, of courss, that
standards in gonera) were ehanging. The 'barei’ began to repleaes the Seout fat,
‘longs' were permitted snd soom began gradually to replaes ‘shorta’ (and neither
shange reecived massbeed unsnimous approval or aseeptenss, They wers hardly sxpset
-84 t0), A4t one pericd the Sskool Croups had a partieularly saxious time, Also
thare were several ebanges in sdninistretion (just wher the L.A, sesmed %0 have re-



eovirad from the war.time and sarly postuwsr shanzes), whieh 414 mot kels. 4%

the 1955 Ceneus, however, the mombarshiy was 899 (in 23 Groupa) sompared with 969
{(in 295 Growps) in 1945, whieh wes 1ot too bad conaidering that at one siace member
~ship bad dropped %o 780 (im 17 @roupe). The Loesl issosistion @54 meke some Pro-
§7ess in thet the ithletie Sports had boen re-instituted (this yosr being held st
fair Meld, Clspham Rosd, on Ird,Septeabor), sleo a very sueeessful Distriet Campe
Pirs was Reld in W11 Neadows on ¥riday 8th, July., This year to0, was the Sighth
forld Jusboeres (of New Horizons), held st XIBAPE Fisgare on the Lske, Usnsda, This
wsa the fired Javbores o We held cutsids surope, Esdford eas sllotied only two
plaees, whioh wore filled by one Jsouter and one Seout,
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