Wino of Cuance (1986 - 1965 )

slwent sinve the beginninz of Seouting theve has besn The Z00UT 950N,
individual Troops eand (later) Groups heve made their own of ‘orta, sons ragularly,
with verying degress of suesess, lound shout the mid-1930e 'Gang “hows® besame
very popular, but the lawt recordsd Jistriet effort (exeluding Camp ¥ires and Hallies)
was in 1927 (The Pegesnt of “i.,Usorge -~ porformed in the Corn Sxebange). 50 it was
a bit of a venture when s tesm of Seouters snd Lay Helpers put on & Show “JAMBURERM
&t the Uivie Theatre in late Jenusry of 1956, This was sc oueesseful that s repsat
performanes was requssted by the ‘ersommel of the Umited States ilrfores Bass nt
¥oleaworth (some of whose Troop tosk psrt in the Show), This was done on Se turday
25th, Fobrusry. Of ecuras suad shows reguirs muek rehesrsal, whieh mesnt bresking
inte normal Seouting setivity 20 en asnmual efford was imprastiesble, but atiempt was
made to setablish sn svent every two years, 7he seeond show - entitled "Sessons’
Greotings” - wes in January 1959 and the third, "Solidsy Tomm" appeared in 1961, By
1963 whon the wext was dwe, however, the loeal Assoeiation had been divided into
two distrists, whiekh provided some diffienlties snd no furiher show was prodused, All
three 'Gang Shows' hed besn prodused by Roy ‘mith end a Team of Secuters sand lay Help
~3r8, and wore very suesesaful and the rehearsals, even if they aid somewhat overlap
normal “eout work esrtainly brought Troops togother and provided grend followabip,

Some of the pre-war Svents had now been re.inntated with varying desress of
Suseoss. 89,000005°0 DAY PARAME (.o, ch had sever wholly Veen disesatimusd) bocwme o
big oesasion for displaying the 'might’ of Secuting, The 1957 Servies and rerade was
hold at the Chureh of the Tromsfizuration, Kempstony followed, in 1958 by » parade st
§t.Fetor's Chureh, ifter ihis sost of the Serviess were hsld im St.Pesul's Chureh,
with & hreak - in 1962 -~ whin the funetion toock plese et Bunyan Woeting, in M1l Strest,
(Ineidentally the lsst one before the fimel dissolution of the Bedford Division {1967)
wes also at Bunyen Hseting). In 1963 the Uounty Pevade was at St.Psul's snd on this
cssasion Bedford Ssouts attended in foree, dut Cubs paraded separately at 34,0etar's,
Alwo, in 1965, the two Distriets saeh held its own Farsde snd fervies, Northern at 5%,
indrew's Chureh, snd Southsrm at ilstow,

;hc 1959 Parade wse held on sundsy 26th, April, at St.Peml's Churek, The
Fareade Tomed up in Hum Terd at 2,30 p.w. sad noved off at 2 50 p.m,, the Cubs firet
under their Vereds larshal, C.M, Doug Mortimore (20th.Deds), marehing via #ill Strest,
end Ligh Strest to St.Psul’s Sguare, The Secuts, under Farade Vapshal A,5.H, floy Seith




{6th,Beds ), mevehod on a #lightly longer route - wvis Ht.Cuthberi’s Gtrest, St.Veter's
Street sand Kigh Street to St,Paul's quare, wherc the psrede was fallen out to eater
the Churek. Cn 2rrivel &t Chureh, Colour Papties were fallen out on sither sids of
the entranes path o silow rest of Ferade to onter Chureh by the Femt Door snd them
re-forming, led by the Listiriet Union Plag end “t,0corge's Flag, Colour Parties o
~secded into the Chureh and wp the Cenire sdsle, to be raseived by the Tissr at ihe
Chanesl Step, After the “srvies the parsde re.fommed on tre south side of "%, sul's
Gquere snd, Cubs marebing firet, procecdsd vie Harpur Ztreed, Silver Stpect, #i1l
Strect and round St,Cutbbert'e Churebk t0 Amm Ysrd for dismiseal, Tha Salute was tak
-8n by His torship the layor of Pedford from the steps of the Borvougk Librery., The
Gervies wee condueted by Reve J. U, ¥ipg {County Cheplain) whe also gave the Address
end the Yand of the Sth.Pade: end Nerts:(T.2) was in attendenes, plsying 2t tke Jal-
wting Bese,

“ith elight smmenduents (and different rovtes) this wesy by snd lerre, the
gensral patiern, 5t.,0corgs’s Dsy arade has beeome an 'institution' snd will eontin
~ue #8 5 Te0ut Nunetion of great imporisnee,

COMVONTRALTH (previocusly Umpive Day) and HSNEVBRANGE DAY (Ammisties Day)
parsdes were not s0 sueesseful, (Commonwe2lth Youth Sunday and Sembwbranees Day sre
8t1l1]l resognised dut Jerviess were not organised speeifieally by or for ‘souts, bhe-
ing arranged by a Youth Committes, Seouts have sttended but not with the same en
thusiosm ),

The DISTRICE SPORTS had beeome a popular samasl ivent, In 1960, transfer
~rod f‘nr;:’ Peirkill Playing Field, Clagham Rosd to the Yewnkam Athletie Trmek, alw
though the oxiginal intention, 14t beeawe n highly orgsmised 'speeialict' Feend snd
by 1664 hed devedoped into anm inter.Dimtriet Uporis,

The SUTMEING GALA 100, Tirst orgenised in 196) and held at Sewnhem Esthe,
developdd into a 'speeislisi' Jvent, svd ysar by yesr had to bs adjusted 0 give
aoms inesntive to ‘non speeiriist' eompetiiors, Soms of thess svenings wers very
e0id bud probably the most memorable was the one this yeer (1968) when, after a
week of heavy rain, a fine Sakurday looked very promising snd all was rerdy for the
s#tert, But as the Tirst reee was about %0 commenve it was notived that the water
was rising repidly end svon the buthe wers in flovd -~ with the rest of the riverside
meadows, There was Only one rese . t0 svasuste ihe baths, smnd ell joined im,



From 1956 %o 1962 the Dietriet JANP FIGE in Mill Heesdows was a popular
event, usvally eondusied by the 'Uillwell Tesx' of Seocuters. In 1963 it was held
a8 an indooy event at the Trosvencr Centre in ishburnhem Hoad, and the 1964 one
was in the Cornizshesnge, After this the funeiion seems o have got less publie-
t4y, whieh poses a question, Is there auny future for the 'Uamp Fire' in modern
Jeouting.? Yot one of those neld was @& 1fs4lure’ in fast all were wery xood, They
were well eondueted and eerteinly atirasied the publie, but as the years passed
4% wes notieshle that eaeh soesasive ‘genorasion’ of Seouts showed less aptitude
than the ome before it and it wss obviocus thet Troops were not "iduented' toward
the Camp Fire and tae prosssdure tharewiih, sabin formar days., Jeveral silempis
wore made t0 ensuse that partieipsnis knew the songs, yells ote, whiek would be
on the programme but only with pastiel eueesss, The Jsmp Vire eertsinly does not
cesupy euch ¢ prominent position in Seouting as it onee 4id, Wut eome Troops have
tradl tionally bdesome 'spesialised’ in taie fors of sntertninment, and while sueh
sti11 exiet i% is very unlikdythat they will allow it te dis out ecmpletely.

#igd-Bede: (or Bedford Distriet) always hed » good reputation in fownly

tiijone, and this was maimiained, Some of the old pre.war Competitions - in
fast most of them had teken on & new lovk - and herve ssemed t0 be seversl new
ones &g well, Howsver, ¥id-Peds usmally put wp 2 good show, In the 1957 Folf
Cub Competition the Distriet had six in the 'Yop Ten' 1~ 26th,Peds (5t.loyes) were
winnovs, 37th.Beds.(3t,indrew's) runners up, 50th.Beds: {Punyen) third, 105th.Beds
{vutnos), 18th,Beds(B.¥,3) and iat.Beds, {Unesters) were 5ik, Gth and Tth, respeet
<ively., 37%h,.Peds,(3%, indprew’s) and 0%k Beds, {Bunysn) were winners and runnere
uwp respeeiively in the leoul Competition and the Group Competition.
In 1558 the 90%k.Feds, wore munners uwp in ke Gownty Cyele Faysthon,
1959 wee another good ysar. This iime 1t was 10%5th,Beds. (Putnos) who won the Cub
ccmpetition ( with 10t Peds, third end 294h,Peds, fourtk), 18tk Peds. were rum.
neve up in the Seeut Ssetion (4ls¥.Beds. end 37th.Beds. were soventh snd eighth)
and the 18th.Pede. (Bedford Ledern iebool) were winners of the Growp Compe t1 tion
( 12th.¥eds, (v Michuel's) wore raftk).
Again, in 1960, 105tk and 18th.Veds, were riput and sesond in ithe Seout Competiti
-ion, ke 105th, were winners of the Cub ssetion {with 29th, end 16th.Beds. seeond
and third), sad in the Croup Oompetition it was 105tk Beds (rutnos) winners with
184k, Bods. (Bedford Yodern Sehool) ssecnd. In the Cyels ¥araibon senior Jeout
seetion %0th.%eds, sntries seme sveond and third, sand in the Zeout Seetion 18tk



Bsde (Redford Nodarn Tehool) were sle0 sesond snd third,

In 1961 the B.P. Sulld Trophy won won by the 115¢h,.Bede (Sewnhenm) Troop,

found sbout this tine 2 new method whe being intvodaced, s form of knoek-0ut eompe
etition, whsreby a serice of losal sompotitions wors Reld end the ultinate winrers
pavsing on 4o the finnls, This virtuslly sssursd eash disiriet one place in ithe
finals, bus in Bedford, there Being two Dietriets, sempotitions 244 not always get
reporisd ot Divisional levsl w0 resords ave imsomplete, Howsver, 136th Feds,(fen-
hold) were reeorddd es winners of the Secut Competition in 1966, snd the 10%ta.Pads
{Putnoe Nethodias) in 1967,

A joeal sompetition in the form of ap Adventure Sxpedition wss orgenised in 1560,
This was quite well supported snd some Gvoups sntersd two tesms (or Patrols), ia
fast 90tk Pods Tunyen) esme first and seeond, with 184h,Beds ( Modern Sekool) taird,
Apart from Secuting eompatitions the 90th.Beds, regularly entered ths losd Sefety
Jaiz eompetition and on st leset one cesasion wore winuers snd were Funhers-up sever
-8l times, Another loesl eompeiition whiek ‘eame to stay' was Sthe Wolf Tub Foothell
Shield, This was orgsnised by UJub Seouters yather then the ivents Uommitiee {whieh
perhaps asepunts for ita lomg life), Uf ecurse most wueh avenis have ’testhing trou
~bles * at the beginning snd i+ is interenting (and rather smusing) to resord that
i one of its early years {1939 - 60) one tsam resched the smi-final without play~
ing & mateh wheress their Opponenis hed hsd o replay eseh round, 1% iz gued W re-
late, howswver, that the latter passed om 10 the final. {(Unly to loss it in extra time),

turing ths period four Jorid Janborees were held -
Sutton Zoldfiold (varwiekshirs) 1957 - Jubiles Jamboree - Indabs - Joot,
¥aikaling Wationel Park, Lagwns, Philippines - 1999,
Plein of Nsrathon, Orecee, - 1961,
farregut Jinte Park, Jdabo, V.%.4, - 1967 {The last 'Boy’' Secuts Jambovee)

Bedford bed representatives st the last two, but 1957 dessrves speeial nention, It
wes tho Jubiles Tsar of Jeouting end selsbrations were mede in ell parte of the Coun
~try snd Bedford did its shave in these eslebrations, At Vhiteun a Mstriet Camp
was orgenined in Addison Howsrd Perk, Ssmpston, at vhish mowst loesl Grouns were rep
~ressntod, The weather wap not exsetly at its beet but novertheless & full emmp
prograeme wee esrried out including s well attended (smd well eondueted) Jsmp Pire
on Saturday evening, Jeouts' Uwn on “unday and “ports on Vhit Vondsy, ilso a seven-
s-gide Knoek-out Joeeer Tournsment,



The ninth “orld Jamborss (Jubiles Jsmborss) was keld im Sutton Park, Sutien
Coldfinld, ‘arvisksbire, from let %0 12%b, sugust sad it wes She largest of all
time, to ealshrate fhe fiftieth yesr of Yeouting. is hosi Cowntry Inglend 2ed @
wvory luavge sontingent snd Dedfupd Dhstriet wes allessivsd nine plsses in ike Coun.
ty oomtingens snd Stan Jeunt slec weni sy Assistent Seouteusiey, lost weuts and
tuve io the United Eingdom hed & chanwe 0 vieit the Jsaboree snd geverai Troops and
individuais from Fedlfoprd meds mozt of the opporimnity. Twe soash Iripe wers orman.
ieed, one for Cubs 2nd one for Tevwis, & rether smusing ineidens casurrsd va ke
Oub ouging., At wont Jesgberess, and indeed &t most lavys orgenised evenis, there are
things going on around wiilek are not reslly rard of the svent, and thae mosi usual of
these i the 0ld fashioned Fun Paiy, There wee one 2% Jutton Park end it wes near
wisrs the soaehes shed their loada, 4 sertsin Feek motiesd this es soon au they had
disombarked and before the skols (male) could sny s word there wes u shous "Yippee,
a fair” and off Shay went with ikela im puveuit, (tkeu the perty ssesmbled szalin at
the ond of the dey for the bhonwward jousney the snid VYesk wers there in Tepse, %irved
bat happy ~ neny of thep having bad & lovely day - at tae fair, ikela was alse tirved
but not 20 happy). Another Byeproduet of sueh events are the ‘wusther reporis’, im
the night sroeveding one of the Dedford visits there Led been s rather heavy tisander
~store sud the wovalng papers earried & report of pow most of the Jawbores csmp had
boen wushod out. Un srerival serteinly s Pew puddles sould ba sesn bui the eamp sowm
-o8 quite fnteet, m enguicy as one of the orisntal eumpa "lHow 444 you get on in the
rain last night?" the reply received wes “Fhat redn?”, (50 mueh for FNews Heporis).
Some of the visitors 414 menage 10 make s systemstie tour of the Tud-lamps (although
not ail iu ome day) and ihls entailed psssing through ‘open speess' betwsen the Sub
-Qamps, snd saversl parties of "Vediy-boya' in their Sdwardian elothes wera nodieed,
Thia wes the ‘in' Pashion of the time mnd 1t has renlly little %o 40 with the Jeme
bores bhat 1t did bring o noties the faet that Tushions in ke “oout Unifors were al-
80 ebsnging, whish of sourss is inevitable after Fifty yeara. U0 00 ware methods
of eruping., Tone was the bell.isnt 40 maks room for the sevaral types of ridre.tenty
gome wax the old type of wood fire, 10 nske way for the slier fire and various ges
ond spivit Pives, Cons too was the 'treneh tabls’ to be replsesd by trellis or ires
~ple tabies, ind post emmps hed & diaing shelter., Teveral ‘new' nations bad appear
-~ody several *old’ onea wore miseing., It was a plessant suvprise, therofars, 0 see
in one Subelamp a bunehk of flage (Cneckoslovekis, istonis, Mungary, letvie, Lithuan
~i8y Poland end Buseia) flying., This was a ‘guesi’ eontingent under 2,%.4.1.4,
{Couneil of sout issosistions in ixils, and Polish Seouts in Swilel,




Une Gub-Comp (Fed.Isedl) wes entirely given over to the Fovar Seouts for the
sorld Rovse loot (kww vepressntestivaz froa Bedford ptiended ) end encther Hub.
Coap (Viegare-on.the-Lake) was oseupied by delsgates to the Forld Seouteors’ Ifd
-abs (Bedford ked four represenistives).

Seoute qu of ton boer ssked 1o help st Zempagon “low « ia mid.iugust - duil this
your wore alloested 2 ‘fthow Stend' end o Vedel Usmp wes erceted, with & display
of bedpsy snd Clags of the T“eouting Yations of the worid, This seotuelly did s
useful it of "Uevuter' reerui ting,

1958 wae the Jublles ysar of lossl “souting snd to ecmmemorate their
fif%y rears unbroken servies the 1nt.Bads, ((nesters) had new getes o their desd
(marisre &t Fenlske, the opsning esrsmony beine performed Wy the D.C{jomn Dew).
is well e@ being plonsers of Jesuting in Bedford the Unesters were glso ons of the
pionesrs of hullding projosia.. Afiar yesrs of wandering from one tempornry hesd.
quaprtsrs %o anothas, weating in 1ofte, warehouses and sehoolrooms, they purehased
s piess of land at Penlaks and sturted to build their own hesdquarters. This was
in 1932, #ound sbout the ssme time snother tpionser’ Group & Tth.Beds, {Kempmton)
arseted theipr own hut on “hantyy Ustate, is meniioned previoualy, in the early
days » Troop wus eonsidered very fortunate to have exelusive use of any bullding.
dponsoped Croups wers not gresrtly trowbled in this respest for it wes the duty of
the Sponeoring Authority to find ssconmodz tion, and wp %0 the time of the soeond
world war only twe othsy Growps, 6lst,(Footton) and 1%5th, (et clstow) had buils
thoir own headuerters. (90th, sad 24th, kad also eonvertsd existing wuildings
to vary good use), Thiz asituation persisted Tor sons yaars aftor *he war, dud
ons of ths new irends in Jecuting wes for a Growp %0 heve ites owm hesdguariers,
{setuslly this ie not syaetly new - it had been in ‘Enlss’ sines the sarly deys).
But now Srowps wers hseoming detler squirpsd a2nd more inslined to teskls the
problem, In 1958 the dlet.Peds, (Bsdford fomsn Catholie) Gvoup erssted thelr owa
et in Tueker's Field, iistow - slose by that of the 15th,Beds, and in 1961 the
Btk.Beds {Jueen's Park) samw 2 building projest eoms to fruition when their head
~quarters at Cox's Pits wes dsslsred open, {This Group hed previcusly eonverted
eoi® huis on the Tag Jorks' property to good afPest), In 1963 no fewer than
turee Hssdquarters were oponed - 105th. Reds (Putnoe) in Pebrusry, 94tk Teds (Sea
Seouts) at Oreaville Strest, in spril, snd the 204k Bads (Goldington) in May,

- snd several others wors under way. Unfortunately due to tesbnisalities, oversight
-or both, the fth snd 94th. scon found themselves having to restart from sersteh.



The 15¢h: t00, hed 0 mske a frosh start after their headguarters was burat down
during the Deecmber of 1967,

1956.1957 wes aleo & year of progress, remarkeble ehiefly for an sll round
inercase in mpembership, whish now topped the elusive 1,000 merk, the figure at the
1957 eensue boing 1,059 {ietually the thousend mark bad onee previously besn exesed.
2d during dhe war, but this wes due %0 the srrival of many evseuees -~ ineluding two
large sehool Troeps), The Assosistion hed never before resshbed ths thousand Nembor-
ship off its own bat,

This insveass sontinued steadily over the next ten yoars and at the 1966
Consus, the last taken as 2 single Diairiet (or Division es it ked beeome) mtood
at 1,300, Beveral new Gpoups had heon registered sné about sm sgual number dishand
~od (Sos Consus). Ome of the oldest Croupe in the sounty - Tth,Beds:(Kempaton) droke
its sontinuity reeord, being disbanded in 1959, It was, however, re-formed in 1962,
&% one pardod - 1958 to 1961 - twenty-seven Groups were in operation, It wse around
this time that suggestions wore made about dividing up the Tistriet into smaller Sub
~distriets end in 1960 - 61 an experimsntal sshewe wes devised, Ths Losal iAseceistion
wes split up inte four Distriets saeh under an Assistent Distriet Commissionsr plus
a Sekools and Handieapped Scouts seetion undsr the eare of the Distriet Commiesioner.
These Pistriets woere i
Jorth-iagters (Area Sorth of river and eest of High Street) 4.0.0, @, Strong;

20tk Bede: (Goldington) 27th.Deda: (54, Peter'a)y 37th.Beds: (3%, Andrew's)

90tk " {Bungen )y 105¢k ¢ {Putmos)y 115¢h ¢  [Wownham)
418t * {Redford . 0. "B*)
Borth-Westorn (Ares north of the river snd west of High 3treet) A.D.C, & k. Hawker,
6¢h, Bedse (Holy Trinity)s B4n,Bedw: (meon's Park)y  11th,Beds(3t,.FPeul’s)
19¢k " (2t Martins)y 20tk *  (s5%.loyes)s 87tk " (3elve Army)
Sonth-dsstern (Ares south of river and east of reilwsy) A.0.0, W, 7. Gaunt,
lat, Beds: {Unesters)y 4th,Boda: (St ary'e) 12¢h,Sode: (38, Michael'n)y
15th * (Fiftesnth); 418t *  (R.C. "A")s 78t * (Cardington);

94 " {3ea Seouts).
South-estern (Ares south of river, west of reilway and outlying distriet) 4.D.0.
H,

Goy .
36th.Bodes (Vharlay ind)s 49tk Beds (Crenfield)y 6lat,Beds: (Tootton)y
1018t ° (Xempeton O of i) 104tk * (Harsion).

- ﬁ.c. J.m m.
Teh, Bade: (B,,.5) aDth.Bede: (Ftewarthy Sek:)s 69th, Beds(Bromham louse)



These boundariss were, of eourss, only spproximete end ithe sehemé sxpar-
imental g‘u‘! 1t worced quite well in the Horth-iset and 3outh-ssat 'divieions' Ddut
a0t 80 well in the others., The Tivisions, with slight smmendwsnis, were offieially
soespted in 1961 when Redford leesl fwsosietion hesame » “wb~Oounty {or, loter, a
Gounty Livision) eonsisting of four Mstriete, (Uueh eonfusion wes eaused when ihe
Pistriet besame known &8 & 'Divigion' and the Divisions smé ‘Distriets', Tt took
soms time bofore these new titles were finally sortsd out),
forth-isst Distriet ses lsunched as a Filot “oheme, besoming an auioneous distriet
with 1ts own Distriet Jommissioner (iUp, %, iard) snd % & large exteni desmme rosp-
onsible for §%s own organisation with L. 4, ixseutive and sub-eommitiees, (The 4lst.
Beds; (Bsdford fomen Cstholie “B") had now baen re-vesistersd as 1184k Bede: (Holy
Gross) and eontinusd to opswate in N.i., Pletries),

In Jsptember of 1963 Bedford South-iset Distriet ked 1ite insugural mecting and form
-od {ts own L.4, sxesutivs, sub.somnittess ste, with ¥r, L, J, Festell as Distriet
Commissioner, By this time thres of the Crowups in ‘Forth.dest’ Bed besn disbended
80 the remeining three wers trensferrsd sad 1% was deeided %o reduse 0 tares Pist
-riste instesd of four . Nortk, South-Zagt and South-wset, This was again reviewed
end samendsd in 1964 whon the guestion of Divisional {or Disiriet) bounderies eame
under diseussion, and it wes finelly deeided to kesp two Distriets Bedford Sortk
and Bedford South with the river as the boundary (but again only spproximste, Stk
Beds - (mosn's Fark - baving been transferrved from North-wesh to BOUTH-weat were
allowed t0 remain in South), 3Jo from 1964 thers were two sutonomouws Pisiriets in
one PITISION, émeh Diatrist wes responside for ite own Warranis snd Finsnee Jommit
~tess, in fset most things bui ihe Livisional Sxseuilive was %111 responeible for
Puilding projeets snd development, svents, and to some extent Pinanes. This was not
always very satisfaetory but wes neessssry bhesause many negotiations wers in the
name of ths 'Bedford and Distriet i.i.'; likewlss ecertain subseriptions still came
in under ths 0ld nsme, These problsms all took time o straighten out but oveniual
«ly it was asesomplisked and the Fifty-sixth innual Goneral lseting of ithe Bedford
and Distriet Lowsl imsoeiation {on 16%h.fay, 1968) was the 1lsst one and the Bedford
fvigion remained in neme only, '

This, of sourse, is not the end, merely the elose of snother phass in
Redford’s lons Jeouting history, Now two somplete Distriese take the place of the
one, and suter the new'Seout Year® 1768 with eonfidenss, The 0ld lLoeal Assoeiation
blazed a good trail, the two nsw ones will follow with equal tenmeity,
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