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When Seouting eame to Bedford way bask in 1508 there were no sush
things 2@ Loeal Assosiations (whieh did not errive until mid-1909.)
Imperiel Headquarters did not exist, but a leandon Offiee was put at the dis
~posal of the Founder (in 1909) and Troops wers registered but noi on the
same system as the present dey, @roup registrations (and Re-registrations)
that bug-bear of the Group Seout Leader at Uensus time, 4id not ecsmenee till
1919, sfter the fimst World War. Loesal issosiations, es already stated, eame
in 1909 snd undertook the registration of Troops.

It wes Deeember 1909 that County Organimation was found nssessary
to sope with the rapidly growing movement. Bedfordahirve's firat County Com-
missioner was Major James Deane of Goldington Bury, and the first County See
~retary Nr, W, Gbbutt (who was also Losal issosiation fesretary).

From here we ean look st the general ozgsnisaiion, eoneentraiing on
the development of the Bedford Loeel Assoeiation {whish was registered at Im-
perial Headguarters in 1920 - although, of sourse, in existence mush longer).

To many Seouts and Seouters it was diffisult %o aifferentiate beotween
Distrist and Loesl Assosiation. In Bedford - wp o the time of the'dis-molut
~don! #his wae understendshle begause the Bedford L. 4, was the only L.A. in
the Distriet (Hid.Bsdfordshire) so itherve wes, generally spseking, ne giffer-
ense, Ths sozrest designstion of a Group would inelude s

Headqusriers Regisiemtion numbery

County Regisitration numbers

Distriet (Mid - Bedfordshive);

Loes] issosistion (Bedford and Distriet);
@rcup Regisiration nuuber

Group Title.

Spall wonder that the Growp Scout Leader dreads Consus time; but what aboud
the L.A. and County Seerstaries who h,ve %0 supply the informmtion fer, ned
one but sometimes twemiy-siz Srcups (as %there were in Bedford L.4. st the
time of 'dis-solution'), In some plases, Luten for insisnes, they alse kad
Pown (or L.A.) numbers,

The Boy in the Troop or Pesk, however, doea net woryy so mush about

the L.A., t© kim the all imporiant uwnit is his own Growp, sc we will look at
the organisstion at Group level,



Twors are no recognised or 'fixed' Reeruiting Distriets; A Chureh
Sponsored Growp will mominally have its Parish but it is quite probable that
an Opsn Growp and oven amother Spomsored Grvoup of snother denomination may oper
~ate in the same aree. A Sehool Sponsored Group ean draw from saywhers provid.
ing the boys attend that mehool, An “Open” Grouwp does not even havs this proviso,
But there times whem it is neeessary 40 allosate some ‘aress’ or 'Distriets' for
Gxoups to work in; examples being 'Bob-a-Job' (or its present equivalent) and any
Publie serviees whieh are allotted to Troops, (snd it wes found very nesessery
when splitiing up the Division and Distriets)., The simplest way is o teke the
arsa swrrounding the Cammup Headquarters, but even s0 it im not always so simple
as it sounds, as we sometimes find during 'Bob.a-Job' Week whers areas often over
=lap.

In attempiing to traee the history of individwal @roups 1% has been
found very helpful %o work by 'distriets' amnd for sonvenisnce we will stars in
the town eenirs -~ in what was originally desijmated ss Bedford Norih-Hast,

We will eall this area (bownded by High Street, Nill Street, St.Cutkbert's Stry
Goldington Road, Wownham Avenwe end The inbankment)North.Bast 1.

The oldest surviving inhabitant s 90th,.Beds:{Bunyan), continuwous sinee
1929 and still going strong, but we will look briefly at some of the sarliesr reg-
istrationss-

6th,Bedss (St,Peter's lMoravian) Sponsored Group (Treep reg: 3 Olt) 1925 - 14242;
3.0, P, H, Tysos, Pach veg: 21 June 1927 - : : -A
9639; C.M, Miss Helen B, Wemson, Registered
a8 & Group - 4956 - in 1928, One of the ori
~ginal Groups, PFrask Tysoe wes ¢,.8.K.) H.Q
St . Peter's loravian Hall
Troop disbanded June 1930
Paek " Pebruazry 1933,

22nd,Beds: (Nill Street Bapiist) Spensored (or Controlled) Troep; meeting in
Baptist Chureh Hall, 8,K. Herbert i, Gale (varrent 1915). The Troop
operated prior 0 1914-18 War and most of the way IFNUENIS through it
but appavently dishended in early 1918,

65th . Beds, (3%, Cuthbert's) ¢ of B, Sponsored Group, H.Grs - St,Cuthbert's Hall.
Troop reg: (184) 1908 (or 09)
Pask " (105) ““ at Lo‘oo 1".10
Cne of the first I.H.Q. registrations
(1st.00tober 1919) S.M. & O.M. A,J,Lambert,




flegistored as & Scout Group in 1928 (X,H,3.Regs 4969) - one of the
‘originals'. Afder a long end disiinguisked carcer { 37 years -
surviving two worlé wers) wus regreishly déishended in 1946-T year,

90th ,Bedss {Bunysn ieeting) Spen-eroa (Bapﬂn-mngmgatimal ) (»roup. I.H.Q. ege
9629 (28%h.lMaroh 1929), ,

Colour of Scarf: uUrange/lerk Green
dkagonal,

Headquertors: The Cellars, Bunyan Meeting,
Castle Lane, Bsdford,

Uriginally registersd as an Open Urowp, with llr, ¥, Stan: “mith {(a
former Seoutmaster) as Acting Urowp Heoutmasier and Miss Vinnie Ban.
bour Cubmester. This was aeiually a Welf Cub Paeck only,

Whon Mr, W, 7, Nye, & Churchk Tescon and a former Boys' Brigade Officer,
came o Dedford he waes ovenitually persuaded to changs his ‘oreed’ and
started up a Scout Troop, teking over from iy, Stan Smith es Group-
Jeoutmester., In 1932 the ragisiration waas changed from 'Upen" to
"Controlled” {or "Sponsored") and has remained as sueh,

There wam, however, an earlior Hegistretion (¥e,7501), an "Open" Troop
being in existence in 1520, (Sesutmaster P, Stanley Swmith snd, leter,
Aseimtent Scoutmaster Albert H, Howe), A Wolf Cub Peck wae elso regis-
tered (W0,3665) with Miss W, M, &, Tomlyn (ex lst.Peds:) as Cubmester
and Assistant Oubmasfer Kenneth Bliek, Thie Troop diseontinued in 1924
bat the Pack econtinued $ill 19225 hefore dishanding.

In over forty years unbroken ssrvieethe Group has built wp much histoxy
and tradition and, of course, is still building it. ome of this, eom-
piled et Group level ig being included herewith,

115th,Beds: (Hewnkem uethodisi) Sponsored Uroup. I.i...tegistration Ho, 33890

18%h,4pril 1958, Originelly registered "Mb”?»”
e

as an Upen Group (C.M. 4. V. Lay) This
wes & Oub Paok only., A Troop was added
During 1964 (2nd.April) regisiration was changed to 'Sponsored’,

latsr the same year,

Headguarters - Hewnhem lethedist Church,



