FOREWORD.

These notes are supplimentary to the Local Scouting Histery
recently compiled, which dealt with Scouting in general in the Bedford
District but not with individual Groups, The records are constructed
from the official enes available in the Bedford local Association arch
~ives at the time when the Bedford Divieion was finally divided into
two autenomous Districte,

There may be much repetition, which is indeed unavoidable,
and the Troop (or Group) histories are by ne means COMPLETE, Each is
responsible for its own internsl recerds, (Some Groups have kept excel-
lent Log Books since their commencementy others unfortunately have

kept none),

In the period of transition (approx: 1960 - 1968) the status
of 'District' and 'Division' became very confusing., At first - as ex-
periment - 'Bedford and District L.A.' was split inte four 'Divisions®
- N.B; W.W; 8.2; and S.W. each with its own A.D.C, When eventually it
was officially divided inte two (North end South) Divisiens, each with
its own District Commissionsr, but still administered by Town Commission
~-er and Distriet Sxeoutive, it was known as 'Bedford ('Sub-County' or
"Towm') Distriot. Finally the titles were reversed to 'Bedford (County)
Division' and Bedford North and South Districts, Thus it remaing -
with the excsption that the Distriocts are now 'self governing' and the
enly function of 'Division' is to co-ordinate joint activities and deal
with such matters which still come through to 'Bedford L.A'.

Huok of the early history, as already stated, is incemplete
and being added to as new facts come to light end although this record
terminates in 1968, where known, mere recent notes have been continued,
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Additional to
90tk,B8eds: (Bunyan) Croup

When a Group ie building on an earlier foundation there are often
gaps in the Group records, consequently unwritteon tradition and verbal det-
ails passed down through the yosrs at times appear confusing and conflict-
ing, bt when considered carefully they are not always really so,

lio doubt there is some tradition (or
ressan) for every Group's Colours (neckerciief)
but this is more often than not lost in the pas
~sage of time, Bunyan's registered colours ars
"Urange/&ark green diagonal, (Prior to ierld iar
IT neckerchieves were square ~ not triangular as
the present-day ones - =0 it was possible %o div
~ide them diagonally, Sowe Groups would actually
nave two points showing).

Phzrs are at lsast two 'explanations for this i~

The first is a rather vogue referznce o 'Scout Green' and an early connect-
jon with the Unesters — who of course wore green scarves (in fact most of
Bedford's older Groups had some connsction with ths Onegters), That the ear
-1y lrcop kad these colours is borne out by a report from one of their (or
its) old Seouts — "We had the use of the cellars under the Bunyan Mesting
and we painted the wall in our Troop colours, yellow and green" (which also
apparently did not mest with the approval of the Church Authorities).

Then tkere is Mrs, Oteers' claim (se= report overlsaf)

Conflicting ? Hot really, Crsen has always been the traditional
'Seout colour' and it was the colour chosen by the lst.Beds: Troop, thus pre
-venting any other Troop in the Distriet from registering the same 'colour8
(A ruling at that time, but since relaxed), The 2nd.Peds: chose Green and
khaki &nd - 2s will be seen - Bunyan'®s neighbours, St,Cuthbert’'s had 'Green
with Red border', It would appsar guite natural, therefore, to choose 'scout
green' halved with 'cub ysllow', Whiech, i% would assem, is just what happened
when Wrs, Stoers started vy tise Pack again in 1930, for thsey were two most
inexpsrsive colours (a matter for great consideration in 1930)

Some considsrskle time after the second Torld 'ar when Scouting wes
seltling down again, amongst the many new trends was for & Uroup to have its
own lcadguarters, Actually tiis wee not ncw - id had been in the rules since
the early days, dut up to Vorld Jar IT very few Croups had their own build-
ings, and were considered very fortunate if they kad exclusive use of any
building, Sponsgored Groups did not hav: Lo worry so much beceuse it was the
duty of tue Jponsoring sutwority to provide H,.. and most of them did 230,
Some2 Orouss, given use of existing buildings, converted tham ‘o good uss, Une
such Group was 90th.RBeds, who have convertsd the cellars of Bunyan lseting
into an admirable Scout hzad,uarters, (Vben the present Group restarted in
1925 they wers allowed the use of one of the Schoolrooms &as the cellzrs were
unsafe - another indication that the esrlisr “roop had used the cellars),
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Group Historical Notes - Part I -"The sarly Thirties" by Winifred bteers (nte Barbovz)

In the early nineteen-thirties the only Youth Organisation in the Bunyan Meeting for
young people was the Young reoples Society - ages from 17 years upwards, the earlier Scout
Group having died through lack of Leadership. I was a Sunday School Teacher, teaching
beys from 8 - 9 years at Bunyen Meeting and also an Assistant Cubmaster at St. Cuthbert's
Church Pack.

Mr. W. T. Nye, a Ueacon recently arrived at Bedford from Brighton, offered at a Church
Meeting to start a Boys Brigade Company, and T was asked to assist, but being dedicated
to Scouting, I refused, but offered to start a Cub Pack, eventually this was found accept-
able to the Deacons and the Churen Meeting. With Mr. Hye's blessing the Pack was reformed,
and he was made Deacon responsible at that time.

We met in the Senior Schoolroom (now the lounge) and there were four sixes, we kept
the original number of '90th Beds' and I chose Gold and Dark Green for the neckerchiefs
which my mother made on her sewing machine. I kept the uniform as inexpensive as possible,
as in the 1930's there was not much money for luxuries, such as special uniforms for childreg,
so they wore nevy blue shorts and jerseys, which they usually possessed and their green caps
and garter-tabs and the neckerdhiefs.

Some of my early recruits were Harold and srmest Askew, Leslie Morris, Sidney and Bert,
and Peter Crawley and we had some very happy times, camping out for the day on Cemetery
Hill and along the River Ouse at the Slipe - fire lighting and tracking, etc., which the
boys thought great fun. We entered for the County Sports and won the Totem Pole each year
and went to all the County Rallies at Westoning Park and Ampthill Park. The Womens' Guild
gave us our Cub Flag, which was dedicated at llorning Service by Rev,.Ralph T84S and the
iings Colour I think we inherited from the originel Pack. We were not allowed to meet in
ghe cellars, as they were considered unsafe and used as a store.

By the time of my marriage in December 1933, some of the boys were ready to go up to
the Scouts and some Stagsden Bunyan Boys cycled into Bedford and so I became a Temporary
Scoutmaster as well, until Mr. Nye was persuaded to become scoutmaster and Mrs. Nye,
Cubvaster. The Cubs formed a Guard of Honour on Bunyan Meeting steps on Boxing bey, 1933,
when I was married to Reg Steers, an Assistahit Cubmaster with the Pack during 1931-2.
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The somswhat nebulous distriot (_!__23\ snclosed (nomidally) by DeParys
Avenue, Park Avenus, Polhill Avenue and the north side of Goldington Road has usu
-21ly had one large Troop (or Group) and the tredition - if such it is - still
persists., In the very early days it was the -

2nd: Beds: (3edford) Open Troop, Formed in 1908 by boys from Bedford Nodorn
Sohool - three patrols, Pulls,
Foxes end Hounds - at the ssme
time as the Unestres, In the
latter months of that yesr v, L. H.
Langdon bdecame Scoutmaster end in 1509
registered at 1.H,3. as the 2nd.Beda:
{Regns ¥o0,183). 4 VWolf Cub Feck was sdded in
1922 (Regn. 5700).

Yhen ¥r, Langdon esventuslly rethred Captain F. P, James
took over as Scoutmaster, in fact when the Troop was first
registered in the 'new' Local Association in 1919 Capt: James
was in charge.

Apparently too the memborskip had changed from NHodern School
to Bedford Sckool boys (before either of the Sechools official
-1y embraced Scouting).

in 1928, on the introduction of the 'Croup System' the 2nd:
Beds, registered as a Croup (Regn: 4953). But by this time
both schools had adopted Scouting so the membership of the
2nd.Bedes (Captein Jewes' Troop it was then known as,) had
fallen very low,

The Group, howover, comtinued until 1933 when, through the
prolonged illness of the G,.5,¥, it wes disbanded,

Group E.J. wes 9, Usklends Road, the home of Capt: James,

Sthy Beds: (Bedford School) “ponsored Uroup, Registersd ss a Seout Troop 27/11/21
(I.4.,4.Regn: 9169) and as &
Group in 1028 (4955). A Pack
does not appear to have baeen
registered until 14/10/29 but o
Rover patrol funotionad successfully
for e while in 1928,

The Croup kad grown so large by 1929 thet a second Group s-
8th, Bods: (Bedford School) was registered .
(Reg: %0,10656. 31/12/29.)
which had the same Group eolours
in reverse, Both Croups numbered
well over 50 in each,

In 1931, however, this second Group wes
amalgamated with the Sth.Beds: as "A" and "B" Croups,

After a very distinguished career the Croup dissolved
during 1952 - 53.



37th, Beds: (3t,Andrew's) Church of inglsnd, Spomsored Group, Registered
1st, August 1956 (H.q.Regs 32745)
€.%.M, Johm Svelyn Yayne, 43, St.Mickeel's Hoad,

The Group first had their e
hesdquariors in St.Andvew's

J

P
Churoh Fall, 7%,88wund Soad, P

but in 1959 kad to lock for P
alternative accommodation and /s 0:::::;1
eventually found a site on the i tosign

old ‘eyele track' end started building
theiyr own Hut, 7This was al-
most Pinished when, in 1960,
it was bBlown down, However,
& now stert wes made and the
new headouarters wes opened in

1961,

24, indrewds has ked z good record
in competitions and in 1957 carried
off the County Scout snd Group Plags.

“hen Mr, Yayne left Redford ir, 4. W. Barrett took over
the Eroup und was in charge =t the time when they went
into the Bedford North Disirict., St.indrew's are still
going strong., {Recently they had another mishap when
their Hut was burnt down but once azain they set to and
gsoon had another built),

FPregont
scarf
10'1@0

Un the original darrsnt for 'BUDFORD & DISTRIOT LOCAL ASSUCTATION?
(Datad Soptembor 1920% the Cutlying Distriots and Villages (on the North-esst)
coming within thet Administretion were COLMWORTH, SATON SOCUN, GOLDDWGTON ,
GREAT BARFURD, RAVAWSDIN, R4NHULD, snd WILDEN, As to whether Troops acthally
existed in ALL these places is not recorded but records do show that thore were
Registrations 8% 1~

40th,Bads: (iaton Sogon) whick was in existence at the time whom the Croup Sys-
tom came into being. { Rogistered as an Upen Group -
1.8.3. %egn: 4967). Not mueh wee seen of them in Bedford
and in 1934 the Group was transferred to the ¢, Nevts
Local Asscciation, .

64th,Peds: (Roxton) Upen Group - Wolf Cub Fack - was registered in 1938 (I.H.Q
Regne 19701), Headquarters - Roxton Sohool. In the
carly stages assistance was given by the 15th, Beds,
Rover Urew but througout the war the Pack was kept alive
By its one Scouter - ira, B. M. “mith,

bDishbanded in 1948,




1054h.Beds: (Futnoe Methodist) Sponsored Group. (I.H.Q.Regns 33593 - 25/11/51

Putnoe, of course, is now a district of Bedford but there

was 2 time in the not too distant past thet - what there was
of it - was considered quite T R RS S TR
distinct from Bedford and, if
any thing, part of Goldington,

However, wken the Scout Group
was started in 1957, by Mr. &
Mrs. I. K. Drake, it was regiketered .
as an Upen Group and as 'Putnoe’. It was in 1963 that the
registration was changed i@ ‘Putnoe lVethodist®! and the Group
beoame Sponmored, Always one of the larger Groups, at one
time 4t had two wWolf Cub Pecke end it has always done well
in County Competitions,
136th,Beds: (Renhold) Open Group, Hegistered 18%h,May 1962 (Regns 087
lieadgquarters -~ The Village Hall, : e
G.5.M. Mr, A. N, Polhill (later
suceceded by ¥r, H.A.J., Jaockman)

in earlier registrztion wes the
21st, Bedes (Renkold) whiok was in operation before

the first world war and was repres-

ented at the first County Rally in Bedford in 1913, hApparently

however, it did not survive the war period,

143rd.Beds: (Briokhill) Open Group (Reg: o,36801) Has the distimotion of being
the last Croup to be registered \ 7’
at Divisional level, Actually the /
Divieion had disselved by the time \.

the registration was ocomplete, 80
they cam alse claim to be the firs?
full registration under the Bedford

Horth District. Wkich is very appropriate for the Group
started in e new development area and is developing with the
iestate.

118th.Beds: (loly Cross) Goldington, A Romen Cathelio sponsored Group (Wolf Buk
Pack) Registered 3rd.June 1960. . O RRE
(Actually funetioned for e whils
previous to this under the regis~-
tration of 41st.Beds¥B" Pack.

For o while in 1960 a Scout Troop was
alse in being.

These four Groups, with

20%h. Beds: (St.iary's, Goldington) were all géing strong at the dissolution
of the Division and, according to all reports are still oper
~ating in the Bedford North District.



20th Beds: (St.Mary's, Goldington) Open Scout Group, Regisiered 3rd.Bovember 1947
I.H.q.Regns o, 25663, Scarf :~ Geld, —

Hesdquarters — Church Hall, \\\\ //'
Goldington Creen, >
One of the largest Groups in the County, \\\\ y
complete with Parents' and Supporters' - ////
Amsociation, A} 4

Generally reckoned to be one of the oldest Groups in the
County, some concern and surprise is often expressed that it
has a post-war registration whenm in fact several references
have been made to s Geldington Troop, going as far back as the
very early days of Scouting. Actuallg Goldington, like sever
~al other of the real 'old timers' has had & cheguerad career,
(Bven s0 it is sufficiently taged! to kave an Imperial H.Q.
registration, Headquarters having dropped the 'Tmperial'’ frow
their t1tle seversl years ugo).

Tts first official registration in the Bedford Lecal Assooiat
_ion was 23rd, Marok, 1923 (I.H.q.Regn: 11102) when the
Troop was started by Mimss Stella il Dillen of Howbury
Hell (probably one of the first Lady Scoutmasters in the
county - or the country). The Troop met in the Wing Room
Goldington, Their neckerchieves were then Royal Blue,

Put this was KOT the first Goldington Troop; it was really

the revival of a previous effort. The real beginning dates
Baock to 1910, In the January of that year My, Bric Walker
from the londen Office (later I.H.Q.) came to Bedford and stay
-ed with Mejor James Dsane, of Goldington Bury, Major Deane
beceme the first County Commissioner and Scouts were soon in
being at Goldingten, Why then bhas tke L,A, no record ?.
setually I.H.Q. registretions did not commence until 1919 and
any records before that have been passed down through County
or Troop level (The Bedford L.A., - although existing - was it
_self not registersd until 1920). In 1913 the first major
County Rally and Displey was neld in Bedford and one of the
Troops present was the 20th.Beds: (Geldington), Unfortunately,
however, shortly efter this came the first world-war (1914~18)
and, although Scouting survived, goveral individual Troops
were foreed by circumstances to disbsand, Goldington was apper
-ently among them, The Troop, as we have reasd, was revived in
1923, This registration lasted until 192%, when it was again
disbanded., (In these sarly days village Troops were often kept
going - end going well - by one Scouter but when thaet Scouter
1eft the Troop would disband until snother came along - whick
could be weeks or years). In the case of Goldington it was
1932 (although a patrol from CGoldington is reported ~ by an-
other Troop now operating in South Distriot - as being in ex-
igtence in 1926, They mentioned the name of Patrol Leader

34d Harlow snd the scarf as bsing blue with white border,
Jhiok proves that some Troope DO keep records).




In 1932 Commsnder J, €, Pison (The Cottage, Church Lane, Goldington)
re-formed the Troop, whioh was duly
registersd on 24th,November of that
year. (I.H.5,1esn: 14684). 3hortly
afterwards a Jolf Jub Pck was added
end soon & strong Group was in being,
Headguarters was the Church Hall, Colding-
ton Ereen, se before, but this time the register-
ed Colours (Wecksrchief) was Varcon,

The Group continued to thrive but again (in 1937) through Soocuter
trouble (or lack of Scouters) they had to disband,

The prasent Oroup was started {agsin by a Lady Scouter - ire. ¥,
damning ) as a Wolf Cub Pasck., But this time ‘outside’ assisiance
was fortheoming from two of Bedford’'s Hover 3Scout Crews - lst. Beds:
and 15%th,Beds., {The Crews did not exsotly delegate Tcouters, but
Alf Pulley of the lst.Beds: started a Troop, and CGesrge Uirong ox-
15tk Beds® took over as Group lcoutmasier - and ke waps eventually
succeoded by Gearge lkathers of the same Crew).

Goldington was one of the Groups teking part in Building projects
end afier a fine effort by Group and Parents and Supporters'® dssoc
~iation their present lemdquarters, near Gadbdington Green was open
-ed on ¥ondsy 20th.Masy, 1963, by His Yorship the Mayor of Bedford
{Aldermen i, G, hawes),




