As fer as Bedford North District is concerned the Area described as
.E;JL; (i.e, that bounded by tke river, ths railway, High Street - west side and
Bromham Hoad - south side) is entirely devoid of Scout Groups, Only six have
ever 'operatcd' in the area - never more than three at one time - but when they
.dil they .were usually the very large Groups and often, in the carly deys of the
'‘Group System' supplied the biggest percentage of the Census figures, The 'In-
habitants' kave bsen - - 4

11th,Beds; (3t.Paul's Church of .ngland) Gponsored Group
Troop registered (Reg:ko.XZXES) 13734) 4/5/25
as 'Upen' (8.M, G. G, Johnson) meating in St,
Paul's Mission Hall, St.Loyes,
A& wolf Cub Pack, likewise 'Upen' was registered in June
of the seme year (C.M, Miss Christine inderson) (Reg:7830)

Re-registered as a2 'Croup' (Controlled) in 1928-29 (reg:s 4958) and

a Rover Secout Crew was started, ir, M,F,C.,Willson begame the Group
Scoutmaster,

The Group (and Sectiongs) were continually changing hands, Revs . Mus
-grave took over as G,3.M, 10/10/29 and Mr, Willeson again 15/11/30,
Mre '"Ped' Fairey was S.M. for partof the time - also Mr, G.G.Johnson,
The Pack was handed over via Miss Jelley, ¥iss Kath Frencis and lliss
D.iathews to Miss i¥,C.Robins,

A Sea Scout section was registered in 1938 (3., ¥R, Shipton) and

they shared the premises with the 94th, in Duck Mill Lane,

The Group continued very strongly until the Jar when, through lack of
Scouters all Sections excepting the Fack disbanded, The Pack continued
until 1948 before eventually disbkanding,

A Troop was re-registered in 1950 (Regn: 27929)
S.¥, ¥Vr, Tarr, li.3. Duckmill Lane, A Wolf Cub
Pack was soon to follow and a fairly steady member-
ship was maintained until demolitions were started
in the area now ocoupicd by the Police leadquarters
and the Bus Station, The CGroup disbanded in 1960,

18th,Beds: (Bedford Modern School) Sponsred Group and

94tk,Beds: (St.Paul's Wesleyan) Sponsored Groups Two very large Groups orig-
inally had their 'homes' in the area but were eventually transferred
%0 South District

91st.Beds: (larpur Central School) Sponsored (Air Scoud ) Troop Operatedxggirly
strongly during the latter part of the war (S.¥, ¥r, Carnell) 23746
but apparently disbanded during 1946, =

95th,Beds: (Uwen's School) Sponsorsd Gpoup. inother very large Group evacuated
during the /ar and given a Pedfordshire Registration ¥o,(temporarily)
They, of course, left the Mid-Beds: District on returning to London
at the ocloese of the war,



87tk.Beds: (Salvation Army) Sponsored iolf Cub Pack. (Regn: 33216) Regs 16§5/57.

Headyuarters - Congress Hall, River 3ireet,
(C.M, diss Gunice Kathleen Scott), This Pack
operated quite strongly ovor a very difficult
period but eventually kad to disband during
1962.63,

4 previous Salvation Army Troop (Life Saving Scouts) and Pack
(Chums) existed for several years prior to the second World War.
They were not, mowever, under the "B.P' Jecout Association, being en-
tirely under the control of the Selvation Army, Their Headquarters
wes originally at the Congress Hall, River Strest, But skortly before
the war trensferred to the fut in Miller Road (or Kednsdy Road).
(At that time their Scoutmaster was Mr. L. F. Watts - assisted by a
Rover from the 15th.Beds:) OUn several occasions they co-operated
with the B.P.Scouts and in 1949 joined thke B,P.SBout Association, be-
coming registered as -

21st.Beds; (Llstow Salvation Army) Reg: No,26917. They had a very ghort career,
however, diskanding in ABAH 1950,
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In the original osrve-up of the Bedford Division inte four Distriots

the Jueen's Park - Biddenham area was included in ¥Vorth West but for some reascn

when it wes modified to two Distriots became part of South, where it remains.



Troops in the VILLAGIS and OUTLYING DISTRICTS have possibly had a

more chequered carecr than their 'Town brothers®, being more reliant upon in-
dividual leedership, There is, of courss, no such thing (oficially) as an
‘Upen-Sponmored® Group but that is in fact what many were, (1.8, registered as
gponsored- (or Contrelled) but taking in anyone; and those registered as Upem
but wers actually ‘spensored' - usually by the Church, School or maybe the
local Squire or other personality) “hile thet 'suthority' remained the Troop
continued - aven if it did not always exactly flourish, When that 'personal-
ity departed the Troop often disappeared also - unless another like-person
came on the scene, 'This was somewkat alleviated if a Rover Crew was attached
or was in a nearby distriet, CGroups in the villages and outlying districts
Horth-west of Bedford were ( and in some cases still are) i1~
23rd,Bedss (Bromham) Open Group I.H.w.Regs 22330. Registered during ¥Yorld War
11, Er, John Dew was the Secoutmaster and
the Troop Leasder - Noel Lister Bimns (at
that time a member of the Civil Defence Troop
and of 5th.,Beds: Bedford School, The Scouts

were mostly seniors and many of their activities
were carried out with the Distriet Rovers,

The Troop was dishanded (temporarily) in 1949, (about whiock time
a Troop was started at Bromham House),

The Group was not re-Registered for some years, actually not until
after the dis-solution of the Bedford Division, Apparently, however,
there is now a thriving Troop and Pack,

An earlier (pre World Var I) registration was :-
34th.Beds: (Bromham) who did not 'survive' the war period,

69th,Beds: (Bromham louse) Sponsored - "Handicapped" - Troop.
TRegistered 19/8/48 (I.H.u.Reg: 26523)
G.5.M, J.W,F.Dew, 8,M. S.R.Kendall,

Members of this Troop were mogtly of Rever
age and teking all things into consideration
were very good Scouts, taking part in many County Camps and lLocal
Asusociation Sports,

Disbanded during 1962-63,

39th, Beds: (Stevington) Troop functioned in the deys prior to the first
World War, The Troop was present at the first major County Rally
and Displey held in Bedford in 1913, ¥ot much, however, is known
of them locally for the Troop was transferred to the North Bedford
~ghire District,



139th, Beds:

53rd; Bedss

41st,. Beds:

32nd. Beds:

67th, Beds:

(Clapham) Open Group, Registered 3lst.May 1963 (H.w.Reg: 36560
as a School Sponsored Croup (Pack), :
(Headquarters - Ursula Taylor School)
G.8.M, Zdw: Wilkinsonj C.M. Miss Ann W,
Dale,

Registration apparently ckanged to 'Open'
during 1966, Ceded to Bedford North Disirict on the dis-solution
of the Division, A thriving Pack.

Previous (known) Clapham registrations have been :-

(Clapham) Registered in 1921 (I,H.w.Regn: 9168) but thers is
svidence of an earlier Troop in operation
about 1914 ~ 1%, But apparently they did
not survive the first world war,

(Clapham) Registered during the second
world war (I.H.Q.Reg: 24152) when they
had quite a strong Troop., They were pres
~ont at the 1942 District Rally where they
gave a very good gymnastic display as well
as taking part in the Tent Pitching Demon~
stration, They did not, however, survive the war, the Troop 4ig-
banding on the departure of the 3.l (3r, Wilson) from the district.

(vakley) Upen: Troop, Rogistered at I.H.<. 1924 (Reg: Wo, 12440)
Headguarters - The Reading Room, Vakley,. :
fa.s.¥, T. W. Parkinson}y This Troop does
not seem to have had a very long 'life!

for it did not appear on the 1928 Census,

There appears, however, 10 have bsen an earlier
Registration 2.
(Uekley) which was in being until 1924 (8.M. 4. Massen), This could
possibly mean that one Troop sterted on the foundation of a previous
one - and given a new County number, or that it was merely & caange
of County number, (Uther such cases have been known ),

Wention is also made of 8 67th,Beds:(Vakley) Group in the Second
vorld War psriod (1939 ~ 46) but no records are to hand, It was
probably a temporary iar-Time local registration — and it does not
appear to have had a very long existence,



