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A CLCHSE Lref HK ExHeral

The advent of the (Group Systsm wes svon followed by the entry of
four mors Hover Crews (or Patrols) in 5th.Beda:(Bedford School), 11th.Beds
(3t.Paul's Church of ingland), 15th,Beds:(5t.¥ary's, Bedford) and 18th,
Bede: (Fedford ¥oRern School), altkough the former had only a brief exist-
ence, A new Training Syllabue was published by Imperial Headguarters out-
lining the objects of Movering snd the Badges which could be earned (to re
-place those which had bsen discontinued), The RAMBLER BADGE ( Hike an agg
~regate of 100 miles (or go an szgregate of 400 miles by pedal oycle) out-
side towns, during wesk-end or holidasy hikes; muet keep & log of his jour-
neys to be handed in on the ocompletion of the total of 100 miles (or 400);
this log should give detes, pleces and distances, and should preferably
give information that would be of use to ofpher hikers, such as places of
intersst to be visited, good camping places ete; ISketch maps and natube
notss should be included) snd the ROVER INSTRUCTOR BADGE (Grented to any
Rover who hed fcted setisfactorily as an imstructor %o e ¥olf (ub Feck er
Soout Troep for a period of not less than 6 months) hed been reteined and
the RED BAR Scheme usd replaced the First Cless. (On paseing certein tests
the Hover was psimiiisd Y0 wear & uarrow strip of red cloth ccross the end
of his shoulder skraps).

Also with the Group Syeicm came the Group Competlition - which re.
placsd the old Senfor {(or 'Roff') Challenge IFlag, snd a Croup now hed to
enter wwe Sections, (Hosily it would be Troop and Fack buib a Crew could
now be entered)., Iin the first such competition the Onegterovers were {irst
in the Rover ssobion - not surprisiagly ~ and the newly formed S¢.lary's
Crew - very surprisingly - wors sscond, (In later yesrs with the introduct
~-ion of the Hover Totem compeiition, this and the Signelling Shield were
included in the County Group Compstiition- =0 1t wes posmible for a Group
to enter three ssciions plus signalling).

Shortly after this, when Crews soemed to be settling down %o the
new pattern came the Industrial Crisis and for the next few years Rovering
fluctuated with - and doubtless owing to - the industirial situation of the
time,



The Gpews which operated during this period were ist.Beds: (Cnester
—overa), 5th.teds:(Bsdford Sehool), llth,Bads:(5t.Paul's Church of Inglandd,
15th, Beda: (2%, Vary's, Bsdford), 18tk.2eds: (Fedford Modern Sehool), 2T7th.Beds
(3t,peter's Own), 74th,Seds;(3t.Peul's Wesleysn) and 10lst,%eds:(Yempston,
Chureh of inglerd), But enly the Unesters and Si.Mary's came through the In
~dustrisl slump with continucus servics, ihs lstter barsly surviving, All
the others wore forcsd to frequsntly suspend opsrations ané soms discontin.
ued slicgether, In the very sarly days of Rovering it was possible to be a
nlone" Hover send slthough in later days an tenlightensd'(?) Advisory Panel
consi 8ersd thsp sn snowaly, thers is little doub} thet nLeonet Hovers served
e very nuseful purposs during thie troubled pericd to kesp the spirit alive,

(For the record, st thiz time and since the commencenent the Tover
patrel system worked similarly %o the Scout :- 4 Patrel of four to six Rover
Soouts under & Hover Mste and Jeocond Mate; if there wers move than 90 p&t-
rols s Semior Mate could be appointeds the whols under the supervisien of
ths Rover Scout Leader — who scted in an sdvisory capacity, Patrols were
nsmed after famous pecpls such as ixplowers, iissicnaries, 3eoldiers ete.)

In the midet of this period - 1931 - cmme the Pirst dorld Hover
oot at Xendersteg, Switzerland, and the Unsierovers provided Besdford's re-

preaentation,

fhe industriel situation began to improve in 1934, and with it¢
eams & renswed interest in Wovering. several Troops had started tdenior?
patrols, and thoss proved s shallange to Gpews for, undersinndably, such
patrols working well were kardly prepared $o irensfer %o & Crew which was
liksly to dieband at any %Timd. Some Urews which managed to face up %o
this ohallenge sventually shsorbed such patrols. (¥or Senior Sconts did
not mooome an officially rscognissd section until seversl years later).

Tn 1934 the Diatrict Jommiasionsr Yor Zoms Bedss Mr, 0. d. Our
ney, presented a Totem Pole to be competed for annaally by Rover Soouts
of the County. Ths first compatition took place at ‘estoning and was wen
by the 1at,Beds: (Cnesters) who ineidenially woa the Group Vlag that year,



These competitions wers in two parts, one wriilen in the form
of & stoyy - which the competing Urews hud to enmet at & week-end camp,
the other consisting of a Ipsoisl detivity log kept by the Urews over
a given period,

The competition for 1935 wes vather unique for it co-incided
with the ssoond Jounty Rover Moot - held at Nemor Psrk, Westoning - during
week~anding 6th - Tth, July. It wes a grand, sunny weck-end and on the
Saturday aflerncon whilat Hovers were arriving and pitohing camp the Coun
~ty ¥olf Skin (Cube) and Pignalling Shield competitions took place, Het.
urdsy evening wse spent seitling in camp, with Urews intermixing, getting
%0 know each other, and generslly discussing individusl Crew problems.

Sunday morning wee itsken up with the Rover Compeiition, the ste
-2y, enolosed in 'Gealed Urders' being -

“You are & pariy of itrappera, some hundred miles from civilisation,
You are now ready W return home, but find that the Indian tribes are on
the warpeth, This will maks your journey both dAiffiocult and hazardous,
But by meking use of & series of blockhousss which lis on your route, i%
should be possidle to maneges it, Sech Blockhouse is & days march from
the next, but as they may he captured by war partiss, your only hope of
rezohing civilisation is in making all heste and covering the ground rap
-idly. You thersfore decide to itravel light, and as you hope t0 sleep in
the blookhousss, dispense with tents and sleeping gesry but teks all oth
-8y kit whick you consider necessary on & journsy of this sort. At sach
stage of the journsy you will receive help end information %o enable you
to negotiste the next ssotion, Romembasr that spesd is essentiel, but
that the ordinery preceutions taken when iravelling through enemy count
~ry should be observed conitinually®.
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The sxemining Commissionsrs rapresent Blockhousss, Start off along
the public footpasth towards the cemp fire site.

§00D LUCK AWD €00D HUNTING,
Thers was also & »st of Ceneral Knowledge gquestions snd another on prac
~tical Nature Study.



The competition over, Crews returned %o their own camps for din
~ner - after which they prepared for the final sessions and the Rovers'
Caun at 3.30 p.m. on tae Hanor Lawn.

" The Totem was presented to the winners - 30th.Peds (Dunatable)
just before tea. The Bedford Crews, however, did not do too badly, fin-
jehing £ifth (Onestera), sixth (15th.) end sighih (94th.)

After tea . also on the Menor Lawn, snd proviéded by the County
Comeiesioner - Xr, Howard Spensley - the Urews repressnted i~

1st.Beds: (Onesters), 15¢h.Pedss (3¢, Mary's, Bedford)
30th, " (Dunstedle), 81st. " (8tk.lmton),
89tk, " (Bury Park, Luton), g93rd v (Christohuroch, Luton)

94th *  (St.Psul's Methodist, Bedford), 97th. * (Zt.Andrew's, Luten)
joined in open discussion on Rovering in genersl, and the outcome wss &
deoision to holéd another Hoot later in ths year,

for five yeara Hovering had been through a diffioult time dbut
now there sesmed brighter hops for the future,



