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1935 marked ke Silver Jubileo of ¥ing George V and in Bedford-
ghire 1% also marked 2 greatd revival in the Hever Scout section of the
lovement, Bedford District commencsd the year with three fairly sirong
Crews and finished it with thres very sirong ones, some of this no doubt
was due to co-operation bBetwesn tha Orswa in the 93lver Jubilee cwlebrat-
jons in which they were askad 1o assiet, the greatest cosasion probakly
being the lighting of the hoacons on Milton Hill and Vaterworke Hill on
Jubiles Day,

The ‘tovsr Competition and Moot at yamioning heve already been
mentioned but the bizgest local event wes undoubtedly the County Rover
Yoot ot Cardington, in September and this deserves special mentions~
(Introduction by 3ir Charles Bowring - tistrict Commissioner for #id-Beds)

“Puping the year there has p2on 8 petisfectory ineresse in fover
hetivi ’éiu of a1l soris., Hovers supplisa a duwy ploket at ihipensde
700 on Sundaye during the summer, Crews taking turn te dc duty. Com
-siderable intercst in lecul histeey end spcheclogy has slmpo heon
phown by some of the South-Beds: Crews, 1In the county there has been
an encouraging incresse in Rover momberskip, snd in Vid-Peds: Tist-
rict, although the Census numbers of “couts and (ubs are down, that
of Rovers is up. (ind this does not include the sctive Rovers who are
Jarrant Holders, nor she 'Squires' awaiting Tnvestiture),

wastivities in the ¥id-Beds: Urews have perhaps not exiended so0
far as those of South-Bedas but neveriaeloss thers has hean oconsider
~ably more co-opsration between the three local Crews, notably on the
silver Jubilee Celebration - when beacons were lighted on Milton Hill
and Vaterworks Hill, All three Crews entered the competition for the
County Rover Totem Fols and although, competitively, not s¢ success-
ful 28 last year, when the 1st.Bedss (Unesters) won the trophy, it prov
-ed 8 much grester opportunity for getting t0 know the other Rovers of
the County, perticulerly se during the Bover Moot keld at the close of
the compe*ition,

"ig a result of discussion, and augiestions from Hid-Bedsy it wae
decided that n wesk-end Yoot be orgunised later in the year, Agreement
that the event ileke place at the week-ending 218t - 22nd.September led



to the organisstion of this County Hover Moot in the Bedford Districs.”
G. 0.8,
Thus the third County Rover Moot was held at the Royal Airship

dorks, Cardington (Though at one time during the previous day it looked
as if it would literally be s weshout), The venus was the T8th,Bedse(Cerd
~ington) Troop Headguarters and the adjoining field, It was a grest suc
~-cens in spite of the weather, whiok could hardly have been worse,

After a week of unsettled weathsr, Pridsy night being partiocu-
~-larly wet, the prospscts on Ssturday did not leok wvery bright. The mora
~ing hod heon wet But rain had ceased by afterncon -~ though it waes still
very cloudy, demp and rather het, Thie, however, did not deter the Rovers
and the afternoon saw the arrival of several Uresws, No organised sotivity
-~ apart from e "Welcoming® Session -~ hed been arrvanged and the aftevrnoon
ard esrly evening were allowed for pitohing camp and generally settling in,
There was alse opportunity for expeditions to the nssrby villages of Card.
ington, fkortstown, Cotton ind snd Harvowden - or sven in %0 Bedford,

Camp Pire was held in the evening, at which the County Commission
or - Nr, Howard Upensley was present, The weather appeared to heve oleared
up but rain started agsin in the late avehing and distant thunder could he
heerd, ftbout mid-night & terrific thunderstorm broke over the camp snd some
of the tents were flooded out, Several Urews evacusted to the Heasdguariters
building, On Sunday morning most if not all of the Hovers wers up early and
seamed to b in one mind about what to heve for breskfast - mushrooms, These
grew in pleaty in the field around the hangars snd any sarly passer-by would
have hoen sxoused in wondering what was going on, for the plauce was alive
with youths in various stages of attire .. some still in pyjemas., The weath
-er seemed 0 have cleared after the nights storm, Ereakfest was prepared
and enten in the Hesdguarters - mow sirewn with drying blenkets, pyjamas,
parts of uniform etc; Thore was mowes yain in the morning.

The first of the orgenissd activities was a conducted visit to the
Weteornlogicel Htation, Imperiel War Museum, over one of the hangars and up
the Hooring Hast, which was most interesting and enlightening,



Um return o camp, as rain poraisted, muck time was spent gnside
tents or in ths Headquarters building and smidst fraterni eing between Crews
end individuals several new (?) unofficial activities cems to light, Any-
ons #ho had looked upon 'Pag-card' collecting es some thing assooiated only
with Wolf‘ Cube would heve been surprised ané dieillusivned by the number on
‘exhibi tion' -~ end they were being used as Muggestions or guidea to possible
special sotivities (or projects as they would bs called in ike pressnt day),
The current meries were "diveraft", "inimals of the Gountryeide”, ¥ilm Sters
(ssveral series), "Kings end Juesns of “ngland", "The Reign of Eing Ceorge V¢
"#ild Plowers” (geveral series). (Most of these were in fact used in soma
way or other in later times, chiefly as illustrations, OI0ARR™PY GARDS oeag
~-¢d fo Be issued shortly after outbresk of war in 1939 and gradually disap-
peered from oiroulation . Bever to bs renewed - and us is often the case,
with their rarity ocsme inoreased intersst ang they becems ‘skow pieses'., The
Aireraft sets becams specielly interesting and useful in the war days when
the nation wes warned to 'know your enemy', Aifter ihe war ssveral Tea Companis
issued similsr cards, Of the subjects mentioned the one of 'Milm Stars' de-
veloped in tho Porces with 'pin ups' - mostly femsle and after the war with
the advent of televigion T.V. stars weye included, Ths project kas spresd
in several dirsctions, not all, unfortunately, for the sood, Very few of the
stars appeering in those deys ave still doing 0.} deveral Crews had collsct
~6d and pressed Tree Leaves or wild Flowsrs; one Crew Lad collscted spocinme
ens of Hook and Stones, another pieges of Fottery - which they said weve prob
~ably of no use or value whatsoever, but csme within ke province of their
speeial Orew activity, 'Avoheoclogy'. 30 the ‘unoffieial’ activity, thanks to
the weather, proved vory useful indeed,

In the sfternoon the wea ther clearsd up and an outdoor seassion on
Fractical Pionesring was keld and e trestle-bridee was orecied, A% first there
ware no volunteara to test it, then two at onos - ths Jenior inte of Unesters
and his counterpsrt from the 156k - and they started from oppomite ends, The
rest stood back to see whet would happen when they met in ihe middie, The bri.
dge swayed well . but when they 4id meet they pesesd esch othepy ~ a font con-
eidered impossible., After that thers were plenty of veluntesrs, snd the bridse
8toed up 0 14, so all were well satisfied,



Host of the sessions, however, ware held indoore, Thess were on
Rovering Aotivities end led by 'Tiny' Chamberlsain, a speaker from Imperial
Hesdquarters, Two very interesting ones wers "Hiking with a Furpose™ and
"Hotel snd Inn Signe". A Rovers' (wn took ploce, end the Noot clomed at
4o 30 p.m.~ it wes unaninously egréed that the Moot knd beer a great suse
¢85 and sll locked forward io ihe noxi,

~otuelly it proved & muck Bigger inspiration than wae roalised 24
che time, sad oponsd up several flslds Mor 'Speoinl Activity' and in the
next lour years some {ine studies on Avcheology, Botany, Jonstructional in
~-ginsering, Loosl distory snd Topography, Tyeolozy (Mushrooms snd Toadsto
-0ls eto:), usnithology (Lirds), Prsctical Plomsaring, Town Planning, and
inology were done by Rovers, lemhership aluo inarsnsed and aliheush the
Jersus figurs did a0t ss0w 2 gwreat inorease it waz only bYsowuss Rovers were
tekiag out warranis as Scoaiers and wers shown ag suek,

dover Crewe in slterderos st the Cardington Yoot wers .

kid-3eds (Beiford sad Tistrict Associztior)
lst,Bedas (Unesters)
15t = (3t,kary's, Redford)
G4t " (Sv.0pul'e Methodiet)

Soutk Sedsy (Iuwnnieble issocintion)
0th,Beda: (Punstable)
B4th "  (Houghion Regis)

3outh Beds: (Leighton Associstion)
25th,Mecs; (1st, Leighion Muzzerd)

7

South Pedsy (lLuton desociniion)
3=d Redp. (Piret Luton)

93rd * {Christohureh; Yth,imton,

9lst - S?ﬁ;.w.un)

Rlag = Rk, Tuton)

97Ttk "  {3t.andrew's) Gth.luson,

89sh "  (Bury Park) 10sh

112tk v (High Town Wethodist)
Therse wepre glso several Jacuters from the TBth.Bods:(Gardingt‘n) Group - end
ong or two rerrssontedives Pfrom neichbouring sounties, Pifty nine Rovers
wars present on the Satvarday and saventy three on the Sunday,

In 1935 the “econd 'orld Wover Moot took plece at Ingero, Swaden,

and ths Tigtriet was again represented by three of the Unesters - J,iynes-

lay, 8, 7., lowe and %, G, A, Lemmmn,



Unforwnstely the next Coumty Dover Yoot (axt Fimpton) wee reslly
washed out, roms Novers did attend But had to spend most of the uime ineide
tentn, I% was roes of an sndurence test than a Hover lloot,

By 1937 the Piftesnth had outgrown their Rover Den and moved out
to Shortatown where, after a while they eplit off owe patrul es & nuclisus for
s Orew in '7TAth', This t00 began to grow and again the den ai Shortstown was
not big enough 4o house the two Crews mo, when invited by 7th.Beds{Xempston)
the #ifteenih moved over to Shentery - and by the snd of 1938 there was a Tih,
Beds, Crew, Ta the wosntims the Unesters snd the '04th' had bheen consclidat
~ing their own ‘new houses' . snd the latisr hed sterted a Ses Hcout section,
Also novtk of the viver the 18th.Peds (Bedford Modern School) had formed &
strong Orev, Tun the Hover Jompstition of 1939, st Yerrow Tield, Milton Srn-
est, Bedtord had no fewer than six Crews irepresented,

Jomwpe ti tionwisne, however, & large crew could ks s liability, for num
~Yers pepr teem were gometimes limited and on two ocossions the '15th' were div
~ilded into 'A' gnd 'R’ teams apd the aversge taken., BFut on the whole in pre-
wer ocompetitions iid.Beds, did very wsll e
1934 at Yentoning lst.Bede: wianerss 1939 at Westoning lst.Beds: third;
1036 " 15t * seconds 1937 1%t third;
1938 « ¥ lton Urnest 1%th ©  peconds 1939 * ¥ilton B¢ 15t © winners,

Hany ave the tales told of Scout Troope trapping a Commiassioner in
thoir badly or to6.well.coversd wet.pit but it wee at the 1938 Jempstition at
Tavrow ¥ield, Milton ‘rreat, that a Orew really ceught one in an ‘Animel Trap’.

For the competition Orsws wors én the inevitable “"Desgert Islend” snd
on2 of the 4esds wes o conestruct & trap capable of ostching some animal for
food, Yany and varied wsra the elaborate 'hird trsps', 'tiger treps’' snd even
Yelaphant traps’ but one svew had sppsrently snothing. I4 was a well-known fact
(?) thet the bBirwest enemy of competing orews were the ixamining Comuissioners.
After 'lights-cut' they would prowl ardund and with fiendish delight desiroy the
ingenious efforts of the Hovers, Une Srew were nod, thersfore, very surprised
o hs2y sometbing oresvins stealtbily around their ient.ares late at night, but
theyowere rather surprised at » sudden outburst of un-Commissionerlike language
zad souande of a strugyle, which however, suddenly ceused ws the PBover Nate put
forth & hand (armed with & Wowie knife) ond snipped a thin cord,



{I% 48 rumoured that the Urew was slmost disqualified dut the majority of

the Commissionsrs @4 have & senss of humour - snd wearded f0p nmavks, for

after all & trep is %o ostch something and thie one did). 4t the close of
the competition at lesat one of them ceme quistly up %0 the RV, end asked
the zeoret of asuch effeciive radbit enares,

By 1929 the Rovers were & yeal foree in the Losal isscelation snd
af ter the Munioh Crisis in 1938 ell had underteken seme form of Wational
Bervice snd wors prepared Tor what wes to follow only too soon., Prebsbly
the last corporate sct of the Hovers . together with the Rengers end senior
Boouts - wae the marshalllag of the evacuees frem london in the sarly deys
of Ssptember, (m this cceamion the Faivground {or Cattle lnrkat am 4t now
is) becsme ¢ large canves campend Becepiion snd Re-disiribution cenize,
Within & week svary one of the Hovers wes calied up Dor some kind of Fation.
al Service,



