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The general eall-up badly hit the Rever Sectien and fer
the first fow weeks all nermal activitly was suspended, Sene wers,
of course, nble te adapt themeelves %e gonditiens and de Revering
oooalznnaily in their ewn district, im sther distriets er even in
the Terces, SJome Crews actually started during the war but their
existence was precarious and had ne centinuity. In faoct even the
18t Beds: had te suspend Orew setivity for a time and enly the 15
th, manasged to serape threugh witheut 2 brenk,

fhe general opinien was that when the war was ever these
in the Services would return te Sceuting {as they did after the
£irst werld war) but this time it was net se and te make natters
woprse a Rever Advisery Panel had met in December 1944 and had pre
-dueed s 'New Rever Plan' bringing in an upper age 1imit (25) -
which weuld mew have excluded mest pre-~war Revers pnyway. 3Ihis
did net affect Bedferd se seriously as it did Luten - where sover
-2l well established Crews were faced with the prebability el ele
-sing dewn, (At least that wad the impreesien given at the Ceunty
Moot at Luten in January 1947).

Over the next twe decades the struggle was taken up Dis
~trigtwise, sltheugh Crews did manage te retain their identity,
Revers were quite well represented at twe War-time Distriet Rell-
jes - 1942 mnd 1944, and istrict Rever Camps were held at Brom-
ban Park in gﬁly Inter-Crew Compepition) and September 1945 and
September 1946, In 1946 the 6th.Beds: started a Crew consisting
of Fereces members but this did net econtinue for any length of time,

A County Moot was held in Luten in 1947, and Bedferd

ioincd tuten in sending a Ceunty Centingent te the Eastern Count-

es Moot at Felsted, Essex in Seplember 1948, County Rever Comp-
etitions re-cemmenced in 1949 with & trek frem Ampthill te Milten
froest - aveiding A & B Claes reade v The let; and 15th: entered
teans, the former ebtaining the runners-up Trephy. Onesters were
again runnerseup in 1950 (on this eceassien the 15th, supplied the
winning Leg but 4id net enter Fart 11). There wae » Werld Meet in
Norway (1949) and Ceunty Meet at Luten (February 1950).

Mest ef the Reover sctivity, hewever, was dene st Greup
level and in cenjunctien with Soouts, and has already been dealy
with fairly extensively in the Beeutiug Reperd ever the peried,

Regular Distriet meetings were held right up %e the end
on many eccasiens gerbining with the Distriet Rangers, Tegether
they tackled seme very centroversisl tepical subjects, ebiaingng
ssveral interesting speakera with conirasting points ef view,

8o whilst net entirely sugcessful it was net a time of
complete failure, The ‘New Rever pian'{1946) drafted s Training

regranme under five headinge i~
?a& Werld Affsire; (b) Natlenal Affalrs; {e)Cultural Subjects}



(4) Scouteraft; (e) Handierafits, Hebbies and Bperts,

This was really guite goed but preved rather tee ambitieus fer
many, and by the time Revers had learned ‘$e live with it® sleng
eame anether Plan - "Rever Organisatien and Training® - 1956
which was immediately dubbed "ROT® by its meny eppenents, 1hil,
whilst retaining the 1946 gro;ra-nc greatly tightened on the
upper age limit. It alse inteeduced a new badge - the P, Award
- 88 the Rever eguivalent of the Queen's Sceut, There was alse
gh; P§oja¢t Badge (intreduced by the 1946 Plan as the Progress
adge

This Pakn (1956 was the date it was te ceme inte eper
-ation) was discussed very thereughly at the Rever leet - "Rever
quest in Ernest" - at Milten Zrnest in 1953 when the Ceounty Com-
missiener - Captain 8, i, Starey intreduced three Headquarters
SEaakcrn. A, Berman Davey (A.C.C. Revers, Middlesex), Jack Beet
{R.S.L. snd 5,0.C, Kiddlesex) snd G. tai-hqu (2diger of "The
Rever Rag"). Inoidentally the Meot was well attended i~ Three
Bedford Crews (1lest; 15%h: and 94%h:), Biggleswade, twe Dunstable,
Leighten Buszsard, and Luten (as a Distriet). It was very prefit
-gble and for a while Revering, even if net raking great strides
was certainly pregreseing steadily and Bedferd was resented
at the Jamberee~Indabe-HOOT at Butien Celdfield in 1 3Te

However, again when it seemed that Revers had adspted
themselves e the 1956:Plan aleng eame the Executien {sorry! Ad
~vanoe) Party Repert (1966) and that wss the end of the Rever

Section of the YOreup'.

A2 will be gathered much had been dene $o keep Reverw
ing alive; Training Courses, Distriet and Ceunty jeint meetings,
and quite a few gimuioke, al ef which had areused seme interest
and served seme ussful purpese but never was the pre-war enthus-
jasm regained, All realised we could never ge back se we must
now leck ferward te the success of Venture Sceuts.

P.8, fhe Never motte "Service’ - se eften misread, amisinter
~preted and misused - and in censaguence blamed for many fallures,
gets the last werd, for though the Rever Sectlon is ne lenger in
being, the spirit of Revering is very much in evidence. In seme
Asseciations Distriet Auxiliary SBervice Crews have been formed
and constitute an essential part of the 'set upt,



